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i  REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 
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I 

I  The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  for 

p, 

•  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty. 

1  The  Treasurer's  books  have  been  examined  and  found  cor- 

rect,  and  all  payments  properly  vouched. 

}g  The  Treasurer  is  charged  for  the  year  with  : 

Qash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1880   

Dog  fund  from  the  County  

School  fund  from  State  of  Massachusetts. ....... 

Sale  of  school  books   

^rmory  rent  reimbursement  

"Poor  reimbursement  

Water  rents,  labor  and  materials  

.Circus,  dramatic  and  minstrel  licenses  

fPedlars*  license  

Interest  ou  Training  Green  fund  

Jnterest  from  delinquent  taxes  

Dividend  OKI  Colony  National  Bunk  

lAgawaw  aud  Halfway  Pond  fishery  

Rebate  of  interest  on  loans  

seines  from  violation  of  Town  by-laws  

|Sale  of  lots  in  Vine  Hills  Cemetery.   

jRoad  department  reimbursements  


Amount  carried  forward   $25,204  32 
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J  mount  brought  forward     $25,204  32 

State  aid  refunded   ,  3,073  CO 

Indigent  State  aid  refunded   6J£  29 

National  bank  tax  from  the  State.   3,015  58 

Corporation  tax  from  the  State   5,030  42 

Insane  poor  reimbursements   -     121  13 

Contingent  reimbursements    50  00 

Fresh  Brook  fishery   12  00 

Loan  from  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank   G,000  00 

Loan  from  Plymouth  Savings  Bank   6,000  00 

Water  Works  Pumping  station  reimbursements.. .  '      055  13 

State  aid  reimbursements   127  00, 

Warren  fund  interest   50  00 

Fire  department  reimbursements  •   33  461 

Taxes  of  1876   46  74 

Taxes  of  1877   228  99; 

Taxes  of  1878   1,526  34  j 

Taxes  of  1879   4,479  73 

Taxes  of  1880   51,149  071 

Transfer  from  Warren  fund  to  Burial  Hill   63  G3- 

Transfer  from  Stand  pipe  to  Water  Works   -13  9^ 

 ~n 

$107,124  2| 

'M 

The  Treasurer  is  credited  with  payments  as  follows  : 
Trustees  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  railroad  sinking 

fund   $1,500 1 

State  tax   3,720  J 

County  tax   4,909 

National  Bank  tax   2,894 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery   122 ? 

Widows'  distribution   133 

Amount  carried  forward   $13,280 
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118,280  30 
12,171  91 
1,195  30 
500  00 
6,079  58 
125  00 
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17,151  13 
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The  undrawn  balaucos  of  the  several  appropriations  ;ire  as  ; 

follows  :  .  j 

Abatement   $2,980  57 

Widows   07 

Training  Green  fund   570  37  j 

Fresh  Brook  fishery   22  72 

Warren  fund  .  ;   1,016  35  j 

New  roads   508  99  j 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery   528  42  | 

Insane  poor    107  57  j 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   19  30  \ 

Poor   072  42  j 

Contingent    352  78  % 

Town  debt   492  50  \ 

Street  crossings   214  72  jj 

Fire  department   372  50  j 

Assessors   18  41  j 


$7,983  35 

The  overdrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  are  as 
follows  : 

Collector  of  taxes   $23  74 

Watch  and  police    158  46 

Pumping  station   113  24 

Schools   384  06 

Roads  and  bridges   505  10 

Water  Works   930  86 

New  school-houses   4,997  22 1 


$7,112  68  | 


Town  Debt. 

!! 

Water  Loan  Funded. 

5  Seventy  $1000  six  per  cent,  bonds  ;  pay- 
able June  1,  1885   . . . .  $70,000  00 

.  .Twenty  $1000  six  per  cent,  bonds  ;  due 

If;       Aug.  1,  1881   20,000  00 

|:. Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank  April 

|v       1,  1880  ;  tun  years  at  5  por  cent.. .  .  0,000  00 

%l  Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cent  Savings 
Bank,  Aug.  2,  1880  ;  ten  years  at 

four  and  one-half  per  cent  . .    6,000  00 

I  $102,000  00 

<       Duxijury  <fc  Cohasset  Railroad  Loan  Funded  Debt. 

m 

%.  $40,000  seven  per  cent,  bonds;  payable 

April  1,  1884   $40,000  00 

Temporary  Debt. 

|(Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  paya- 

%     ble  April  3,  1883   $5,000  00 

|Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts  ;  paya- 
ble Feb.  3,  1883   6,724  65 

|Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank ;  pay- 

|?.    able  Sept.  18,  1883   10,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank  on  de- 

I     maud   11,000  00 

\Note  to  sundry  parties  on  demand   4,900  00 

1  ■ 

Amounts  carried  forward  $37,624  65  $142,000  00 
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Amounts  brouyJd  forward   37,62-1  35  $142,000  00  , 

Enoine  House  Loan.  '  \ 

Note  to  H.  Sherman  ;  payable  Jan.  10,  j 

1882    000  00  J 

Note  to  P.  Hedge;  payablo  Jan.  12,  >  \ 

1882    1,200  00  ;  j 

Note  to  heirs  Timothy  Mantor ;  paya-  ;| 

bio  Doe.  31,  1881   500  00  \ 

Note  to  Plymouth  Havings  Bank  ;  pay-  j 

able  Doc.  20,  1883   -1,000  00  1 

Undrawn  balances  of  the  several  do-  ,  j 

partmonts   7,083  35 

$51,908  00 

Less — 

Uncollected  taxes  1878  ....  $11  20 
Uncollected  taxes  1879  ....  983  12 
Uncollected  taxes  1880 ....  4,639  90 
State  aid  duo  from  State  of 

Massachusetts   2,507  75 

Amount  due  from  State,  one 

half  indigent  aid   389  40 

Cash  in  treasury   16,257  74 

 $24,792  17 

 $27,115  83  1 


Indebtedness  Deo.  31,  1880.  $169,115  83  "i 

Indebtedness  Dec.  31,  1879.  $103,718  88  ^ 


Increased  indebtedness  1880. 


»  Which  is  made  up  of  tho 


f 


following  items,  viz  : 


8  Loans  on    account  Water 


•   Works  Pumping  Station. . 

Ono-half  payments  on  ao- 
count  indigent  State  aid 
not  reimbursed  by  tho 
Stato   


$12,000  00 


389  10 


$12,389  10 


Loss — 

Payment  on  principal  of 
note  at  Plymouth  Savings 
Bank   $1,000  00 

Difference  in  overdrawn  bal- 
ance, v   2,012  01 

Allowance  for  State  aid  ...         50  57 

Gain  in  corporation  and 
bank  taxes  and  miscella- 
neous receipts  over 
amount  estimated  as  reve- 
nue...'  3,899  81 


$6,992  15 


 $5,396  95 

A  comparison  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Town  at  tho 
present  time  with  former  reports,  shows  an  increase  in  the  in- 
debtedness of  $15,531.52  since  Dec.  31,  1878,  the  debt  being 
$169,115.83  Dec.  31,  1880,  against  $153,581.31  Dec.  31,  1878, 
$}  $5,396.95  being  the  increase  the  past  yoar. 

The  gain  in  revenue  over  estimates,  principally  from  bank 
and  corporation  taxes,  arising  from  the  increased  valuo  of 
I'  these  securities,  aud  tho  higher  rate  of  taxation  in  Boston, 
where  a  large  portion  of  the  bank  stock  is  located,  has  in  part 


10 

provided  for  the  large  expenditures  made  on  account  of  the 
Water  Works  pumping  station^  'Jfeo  deficiency  in  the  ex-. 
Collector's  account,  and  outlay  for  now  school  buildings  ¥**rin 
all  $20,341.50,  which  items  of  expenditure  were  not  provided 
for  in  the  annual  appropriation  and  included  in  the  tax  levy  for 
those  years. 

Under  the  authority  given  the  Selectmen  to  provide  for  the 
appropriation  of  $12,000  on  account  of  the  Water  Works 
pumping  station,  by  loans  on  such  terms  as  they  should 
deem  for  the  interest  of  the  Town,  such  loans  have  been 
negotiated  with  the  Savings  Bank  in  this  Town  for  a  term 
of  ten  years  and  appear  in  the  Town  Debt  under  the  head  of 
Water  Loan, 

The  appropriation  of  $5,000  to  provide  for  now  school  build- 
ings was  made  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Town  in  July,  the 
same  to  be  included  in  the  taxes  for  the  next  year.  The  bills, 
amounting  to  $4,997.22,  have  been  paid  from  the  Treasury,  and 
temporarily  increases  the  indebtedness  of  the  Town. 

There  has  been  paid  during  the  year  on  account  of  Town 
Debt  for  loans  incurred  for  new  engine  house  $1,000,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $6,300,  which  will  become  duo  in  1883. 

The  loun  was  made  on  short  time,  with  the  intention  of 
appropriating  an  annual  amount  sufficient  to  retire  the  debt  at 
maturity. 

The  increased  appropriations  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
deficiencies  and  current  expenses  of  the  coming  year,  will  not 
admit  of  increasing  the  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the 
Town  debt  other  than  an  increase  in  revenue  will  provide,  with- 
out a  greater  increase  iu  the  rate  of  taxation  than  is  desirable, 
and  the  same  amount  as  last  year,  $1,000,  is  recommended. 

Payments  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  the  Duxbury 
&  Cohasset  Railroad  sinking  fund  of  $1,500. 
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f-  The  expenses  of  the  Water  Department  having  exceeded  the 
revenue,  no  payments  have  been  or  are  likely  to  be  made  to 
the  sinking  fund  before  the  maturity  of  the  loans,  duo  in  1885. 


Both  trusts,  with  the  accumulations,  now  amount  to  $16,113.11, 
an  increase  during  the  year  of  $1,521.59. 

.  The  Trustees  to  provide  against  fluctuations  in  the  value  of 
the  securities  have  in  their  report  reduced  their  valuation  to 
par;  making  a  reduction  in  their  purchased  value  of  the  pre- 
mium paid,  amounting  to  $691.13,  while  it  will  make  no  differ- 
ence in  the  final  result.  The  increase  for  the  year  is  thereby 
temporarily  diminished.  The  present  market  value  of  the  se- 
curities is  some  $1,800  in  excess  of  the  value  reported  by  the 
Trustees,  and,  as  some  of  the  securities  are  for  long  terms,  they 
are  not  likely  to  depreciate  from  their  present  value  before  the 
payment  of  the  loan  for  which  they  are  to  provide. 

A  settlement  has  been  made  with  the  State  for  all  State  aid 
supplied  by  the  Town  to  January,  1879,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  small  balanco  awaiting  the  approval  of  the  Governor 
•and  Council,  has  been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  exceeds  by 
the  sum  of  $50.57  the  amount  reported  as  due  from  the  State 
Just  year.  The  difficulties  attending  the  delay  in  obtaining  an 
[approval  of  annual  rolls  for  payments  of  State'aid  under  the  old 
'system  of  auditing  the  accounts,  has  been  obviated  by  the  sys- 
tem adopted  by  the  new  Commissioners.  All  bills  are  now 
'presented  on  the  first  of  each  month,  and  returned  either  as 
allowed  or  corrected,  thereby  correcting  payments  which,  if 
^niade  under  a  misconstruction  of  the  laws  and  allowed  to  re- 
gain a  long  time  without  notice  to  the  Town,  could  not  in  many 
foases  be  recovered  back  from  the  parties  to  whom  such  aid  may 
|kave  been  paid. 

W-  There  has  been  paid  during  the  year  from  the  Treasury  on 
Recount  of  Indigent  Aid  under  the  law  of  1878  $778.81,  one- 
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half  of  which  is  reimbursed  by  the  State,  leaving  a  deficiency 
of  $389.40  against  the  Town. 

There  is  now  standing  to  the  credit  of  abatement  account  the 
sum  of  $2,989.57,  a  much  larger  sum  than  will  probably  be  re- 
quired to  meet  any  abatements  from  the  small  amount  of  out- 
standing taxes.  Tho  Selectmen  recommend  that  $1 ,800  of  this 
amount  be  transferred  to  the  credit  of  account  of  new  school 
buildings,  to  provide  in  part  for  the  overdraft  in  that  account. 

The  suit  against  the  bondsmen  of  the  late  collector,  under  a 
decree  of  the  court,  was  referred  to  Hosea  Kingman,  Esq.,  as 
auditor,  to  report  the  facts  and  amount  due  the  Town.  His  re- 
port, which  will  bo  presented  at  the  term  of  court  in  May,  finds 
substantially  the  amount  claimed  by  the  Town. 

An  offer  was  submitted  by  the  counsel  for  the  bondsmen  in 
settlement  of  the  suit,  which  was  virtually  an  abandonment  of 
the  claim  on  the  part  of  the  Town  without  compensation,  which 
the  committee  could  not  with  justice  to  the  Town  accept;  and 
submitted  in  full  settlement  of  all  claims  against  the  bondsmen, 
what  in  their  opinion  was  a  liberal  offer,  which,  was  rejected. 
The  case  will  be  in  order  for  trial  at  the  May  term,  ami  the 
committee  have  no  reason  to  doubt  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the 
Town. 

Our  rate  of  taxation  for  the  past  two  years  has  not  exceeded 
the  average  of  the  State,  and  for  the  last  year  was  lower  than 
at  auy  period  for  twenty  years,  notwithstanding  the  expenses 
incurred  in  making  improvements  in  various  directions. 

The  balances  heretofore  remaining  to  the  credit  of  several 
of  the  departments  having  been  exhausted,  will  require  in- 
creased appropriations  the  following  year,  and,  with  the  defi- 
ciencies and  increased  exponses  in  the  school  department,  ma- 
terially increase  the  rate  of  taxation  for  the  coming  year. 

Should  the  recommendations  which  the  Selectmen  have  care- 
fully considered  not  be  exceeded,  the  rate  will  be  likely  to  equal 
if  not  exceed  $13,  against  $11.00,  the  rate  the  last  year. 


Town  Debt  and  Interest  Account. 


Ca. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $1,122  45 

appropriation   5,000  00 

rebate  of  interest    4  23 

interest  from  delinquent  taxes   445  40 

 $6,572  08 

Dr. 

To  payments  on  principal  of  outstanding 

notes   $1,000  00 

interest  on  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Rail- 
road loan   2,800  00 

interest  on  temporary  debt   2,1(J1  04 

interest  on  loans  in  anticipation  of 

taxes   .  .  88  54 

—   $6,079  58 

Undrawn   $492  50 

The  sum  required  to  meet  interest  on  permanent  and  tem- 


porary loans,  and  loans  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  together  with  a 
i  payment  of  $1,000  on  account  of  the  new  engine  house  loan, 
less  the  amount  which  may  be  expected  from  delinquent  taxes, 
will  require  an  appropriation  of  $0,000,  which  is  recommended. 


\ 
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Roads  and  Bridges. 


Dr. 

To  payment  in  1880   $7,490  51 

On. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $'258  57 

appropriation   6,100  00 

labor  of  teams  on  now  roads  ....  J  03  130 

reimbursement  from  Poor  and  School 

Departments   490  31 

sundry  reimbursements   27  30 

 $6,985  41 

Overdrawn   $505  10 


Orders  drawn,  not  paid,  $13.70. 

The  amount  expended  on  Roads  and  Bridges  and  permanent 
improvement  on  sidewalks,  deducting  the  earnings  of  the  loams 
in  other  departments,  is  $0,803.07,  being  $432.5*2  in  excess  of 
last  year. 

Included  in  this  amount  there  has  been  expended  on  perma- 
nent improvements  on  sidewalks  $674.59. 

The  general  good  condition  of  the  roads  after  the  usual  re- 
pairs in  the  Spring,  and  the  expectation  that  a  less  sum  wouhj 
be  required  than  in  former  years  to  keep  them  in  condition, 
warranted  the  Selectmen  in  making  some  of  the  improvement 
on  Court  aud  Russell  Streets  which  the  attention  of  the  Town, 
was  called  to  in  the  report  of  last  year,  and  which  have  long 
been  needed.  The  necessity  of  an  established  grade  whio", 
parties  in  building  or  making  improvements  should  be  coin, 
pelled  to  adopt  and  conform  to,  required  a  survey  of  til 
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fctreet  from  a  point  opposite  the  Court  Houae,  north  to  Samoset 
Street,  to  iuchule  both  sides  of  the  street.  0.  H.  Paine,  Esq., 
was  employed  for  that  purpose,  whose  plan  met  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board,  and  has  been  followed  in  the  changes 
so  far  made. 

The  amount  expended  was  larger  than  first  contemplated, 
but,  in  undertaking  tho  improvement  on  the  west  side  of  the 
street,  it  was  found  desirable  to  continue  the  work  to  a  point 
where  the  change  of  grade  would  not  interfere  with  the  travel, 
and  could  be  safuly  left  in  case  the  Town  should  decide  not  to 
continue  the  improvement. 

To  maintain  the  embankment  on  the  west  side  without  curb- 
ing was  found  to  be  impracticable,  and  as  no  assessment  could 
be  made  on  the  abutters  to  contribute  a  portion  of  the  expense, 
the  only  alternative  left  was  for  the  Town  to  assume  the  cost, 
which  was  done,  or  delay  or  abandon  the  improvement. 
I-    The  same  condition  and  necessity  for  the  Town  to  furnish 
curbstones  in  other  localities  does  not  exist,  and  the  policy  of 
the  Town  has  been  to  bear  the  expense  of  setting  when  fur- 
nished by  abutters.    But  as  they  are  not  in  many  cases  willing 
<to  join  the  Town  in  any  improvement,  but  seem  to  consider  that 
:the  sidewalks  are  wholly  for  public  use,  and  must  be  improved 
a,nd  maintained  wholly  at  the  expense  of  the  Town,  it  will  be 
difficult  for  any  continuous  permanent  improvement  to  be  made, 
the  Town  decides  to  assume  the  same  or  accept  the  bet- 
foment  law,  in  which  case  a  portion  of  the  improvement  could 
^assessed  on  the  abutters. 

HPJtie  repairs  and  change  of  grade  on  Russell  Street  have  long 
gm  under  consideration,  and  arrangements  for  working  it  had 
$  made  hy  a  former  board,  but,  from  some  misunderstand- 
i^yith  the  Commissioners,  was  delayed. 

JJie  condition  of  the  street  was  such  as  to  render  the  Town 
jje  for  damages  ;  the  inconvenience  to  foot  passengers,  and 
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annoyance  to  court,  while  in  session,  from  passing  teams  over 
the  rough  pavements,  induced  the  Commissioners  to  co-operate 
with  the  Town  in  making  the  improvement,  by  assuming  the 
cost  of  curbing  and  concreting  the  sidewalks  against  their  prom- 
ises, the  Town  setting  the  curbstone  as  has  been  the  uniform 
custom  "when  furnished  by  the  abuttors.  The  grade  of  the 
street  has  been  established,  with  gutters  ou  the  east  sidu  from 
Court  Street  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
its  connection  with  the  street  leading  to  the  reservoir,  not  a 
town  way,  and  the  paving  of  a  portion  of  tho  gutters  on  the 
west  side,  above  that  point,  is  a  permanent  improvement.  The 
unusually  heavy  rains  in  July  caused  great  damage  to  the  roads 
in  all  sections  of  the  Town,  and  much  of  the  work  done  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  was  destroyed.  To  make  necessary  re- 
pairs and  put  tho  roads  in  their  previous  condition,  required  a 
larger  outlay  than  for  several  years,  and  will  sulliciently  explain 
the  overdraft  in  the  account. 

Only  a  part  of  the  stone  crossings  authorized  by  the  Town 
have  been  laid,  owing  to  the  delay  in  receiving  the  stone  until 
after  the  ground  was  frozen.  The  balance  will  be  laid  as  soon 
as  the  condition  of  the  ground  will  permit. 

There  has  been  laid,  during  the  year,  on  Court,  Russell,  Saga- 
more and  South  Streets,  some  2,000  feet  of  paved  gutters.  Very 
much  could  be  wisely  spent  in  this  direction  if  the  appropria- 
tion, would  warrant  it,  as  well  as  in  needed  repairs  in  the  out- 
lying districts,  where  better  roads  are  called  for.  An  increased 
allotment  was  made  in  some  of  the  districts  south  the  last  year, 
and  will  have  to  be  continued  to  meet  the  requirements  of  in- 
creased travel  over  them. 

The  requirements  in  other  directions  are  so  pressing  that  the 
Selectmen  do  not  feel  warranted  in  increasing  the  appropria- 
tion as  much  as  would  be  desirable,  and  will  continue  to  make 
such  improvements  as  the  means  at  their  disposal  will  allow. 
An  appropriation  of  $7,000  is  recommended. 
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H  New  Roads. 

Kg 

i|  Or. 

I  By  balance  from  old  account   $636  89 

p     appropriation   500  00 

I?   $1,136  89 

1 

!'  To  payment  on  AUerton  Street   $301  62 

I      widening  at  Wellingsley   243  78 

g     survey  Water  Street  extension   22  50 

I   $567  90 

Undrawn   $568  99 

The  work  on  Now  Roads  lias  been  confined  to  the  comple- 
tion of  the  grading  on  Alltuton  Street,  for  which  has  been  ex- 
Ipended  $301.62  this  year,  making  with  the  amount  previously 
Ifexpended  $1,772.67,  leaving  $227.33  as  unexpended  balance  of 
P?the  appropriation. 

P'  This  sum  will  be  required  in  fencing  and  caring  for  the 
|;  grounds  about  the  monument. 

P^,  The  widening  of  the  road  at  Wellingsley  required  a  more 
|J costly  wall  than  was  anticipated,  and  with  the  fencing  cost 
If243.78 

p  Two  petitions  for  new  roads  have  been  presented  to  the 
|U3oard  during  the  year,  one  for  a  new  road  from  Court  to  Pros- 
ipeot,  to  connect  with  the  street  known  as  Davis  Street  leading 
|£j0  Vine  Hills  Cemetery.  The  Board,  after  a  full  hearing, 
^decided  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  road  was  not  a  public  neces- 


sity;  that  it  would  be  a  costly  road  to  build  and  maintain,  and 
^rejected  the  petition.  The  petitioners  appealed  to  the  County 
Kpommissioners,  who  granted  a  hearing.  As  yet  no  notice  has 
&been  given  of  their  decision. 


2 


1 
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A  petition  lias  since  been  presented,  quite  Humorously  signed, 
asking  the  Board  to  lay  out  a  town  way,  a  continuation  of 
Water  Streot  to  Howland  Street,  thence  to  a  point  to  connect 
with  the  railroad  avenue,  on  which  a  hearing  was  granted, 
which  was  fully  attended,  and  opportunity  given  for  petitioners  J 
and  remonstrants  to  bo  fully  heard  as  to  the  necessity  for  the 
road  and  the  route  to  bo  selected.  A  survey  and  plan  has  been 
made  of  the  premises,  including  the  land  east  of  Court  and  be- 
tween North  Street  aud  the  grounds  of  the  Old  Colony  llail- 
^•oad,  with  the  location  of  buildings  on  the  same,  to  aid  in 
determining  the  most  desirable  route. 

The  Selectmen  have  the  matter  under  advisement,  and  their 
decision,  when  made,  will  bo  duly  communicated  to  the  Town. 


Schools. 
Br. 


To  overdrawn  balance  of  last  year   $383  73 

payments  in  1880   17,154  13 

 $17,837  86  I 

Oh.  , 

By  Massachusetts  school  fund   $214  09 

one-half  dog  fund   231  78 

appropriation   10,385  00 

'  sale  school  books   Gil)  03 

 $17,153  80 

 ft 

»       Overdrawn   $381  06 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  schools,  as  compared  with 
last  year,  show  an  increase  of  $17.07. 

The  School  Committee,  on  account  of  the  crowded  condition 
of  the  schools  in  the  central  portions  of  the  Town,  at  a  special 


meeting  in  June,  asked  for  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  a  new 
'*  school-house  near  Cold  Spring,  ami  an  addition  to  the  Russell 
•Street  School-house,  which  was  granted.  Of  this  amount 
$4,997.28  was  expended,  creating  a  deficiency  to  be  provided 

The  Committee,  in  their  estimates  for  the  coining  year,  ask 
i| for  increased  appropriations  to  provide  for  new  schools  which 
llliave  been  and  must  be  established  to  relieve  the  still  crowded 
|.;  condition  of  some  of  the  schools,  and  for  special  repairs  in  some 
mpl  the  buildings;  also  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  and  erection  of 
'fft  new  school-house  near  the  present  Oak  Grove  School-house 
on  Summer  Street.    The  sums  asked  for  with  the  amount  ex- 
upended  for  new  buildings  the  past  year  will  require  an  appro- 
priation of  $20,000.    The  whole  matter  will  probably  be  pre- 
|Bented  to  the  Town  in  the  report  of  the  Committee. 
■f  The  Selectmen  have  not  considered  the  recommendations  of 
ithe  Committee  for  the  spechd  appropriations  asked  for,  as  the 
matter  will  properly  come  before  the  Town  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing.   But  they  recommend  $17,500  to  provide  for  the  defieiency 
■.find  current  expenses  of  the  year. 


E 

r  Poor. 

On. 

J3y  balance  old  account   $02  33 

By  appropriation   7,000  00 

reimbursements   1,376  19 

$8,438  52 

I  Dr. 

Jo  payments  1880   $7,700  10 

i  Undrawn   $672  42 
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The  net  expenditures  on  account  of  the  department  are 
$6,389  91,  against  $7,125  84  last  year,  showing  a  less  expendi- 
ture of  $735.93. 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  are  classified  as  follows  : 


Aid  to  those  living  in  other  towns,  but  having  their 

settlement  here    $106  65 

Aid  supplied  outside  Alms'house  in  the  Town.  ....  3,432  32 

Medical  attendance      250  00 

Salary  of  secretary   100  00 

Meals  furnished  187  tramps   28  05 

Expense  maintaining  poor  in  Almshouse,  including 

keeper's  salary   £2,172  89 


There  has  been  included  in  the  expenses  of  the  past  year  a 
larger  amount  for  wood  than  in  former  years,  the  full  supply 
for  the  coming  year  having  been  purchased,  which  amounts  to 
$447.72.  In  former  years,  a  portion  of  the  wood  has  been  ob- 
tained from  the  wood  lots  owned  by  the  Town,  the  cost  of  cart- 
ing and  hauling  being  the  only  expense  incurred. 

It  has  been  the  practice  to  employ  the  Town  teams,  when 
not  working  on  the  roads  during  the  winter  months,  in  carting 
wood  to  supply  the  Poor  and  School  departments,  some  200 
cords  being  annually  required  for  that  purpose. 

The  purchases  of  wood  have  been  made  by  and  charged  to 
the  Poor  department,  and  credit  given  them  for  wood  supplied 
to  schools  and  outside  of  the  department. 

The  wood  on  the  Town  lots  having  been  exhausted,  and  not 
always  obtainable  at  satisfactory  prices  in  the  market,  and  the 
necessity  of  having  a  supply  to  rely  upon  which  would  altbrd  em- 
ployment to  the  Town  team  in  the  winter,  induced  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  with  the  advice  of  tho  Selectmen,  to  mako  a  con- 
ditional purchase  from  Isaac  Brewster,  subject  to  approval  by 
the  Town,  of  a  lot  of  100  acres  of  woodland  known  as  the  Fol- 
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I  lowell  lot,  situated  on  Federal  Furnace  road,  adjoining  West 
Pond,  being  heavily  wooded  and  estimated  to  contain  1,000 
<•   cords  of  merchantable  o;ik  and  pine  wood. 

It  is  conveniently  located  for  economy  in  hauling,  and,  at  the 
K£  price  of  $650  to  be  paid,  is  considered  a  very  favorable  pur- 
&  chase  for  the  Town.  The  Selectmen  recommend  to  the  Town 
K  to  authorize  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  purchase  the  lot,  and 
K  appropriate  so  much  of  the  balance  now  standing  to  the  credit 
I  ,  of  poor  account  as  will  provide  for  its  payment  An  appropria- 
tion  of  $0,500  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  year  is  rec- 
ommended. 


Insane  Poor. 

Or. 

By  balance  of  old  account.   $575  67 

appropriation   1,000  00 

reimbursements    121  13 

$1,696  SO 

Dr. 

To  amount  expended     $1,589  23 

Undrawn  balance     $107  57 

\    The  same  number  of  patients  remain  in  the  hospital  as  at  the 
%  close  of  last  year,  une  having  been  discharged  during  the  year 
Br  and  one  admitted.     An  appropriation  of  $1,500  is  recom- 
mended. 
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Water  Works. 

Dr. 

To  interest  on  scrip  and  notes   $51  60  )  (TO 

expense  of  management,  labor,  ma- 
terial and  repairs,  including  ex- 
tensions  7,011/01 

transfer  to  pump  account   ...       6281  83 

 $13,103  77 

Cit. 

By  balance  old  account   $628  83 

receipts  from  water  rents,  labor  and 

material   11,500  17 

amount  transferred  from  staud  pipe 

account   13  91 

 $12,172  91 

Overdrawn   $030  86 

The  expenditures  the  past  year  are  in  excess  of  any  year 
since  the  completion  of  the  woiks,  and,  as  compared  with  last 
year,  show  an  increase  of  $3,201.39,  leaving  a  deficiency  for  the 
year  of  $930.86. 

The  excess  is  principally  for  the  increased  expenses  in  oper- 
ating Urn  steam  pump,  amounting  to  $1,578.16,  stone  work  and 
labor  at  the  connections  with  Great  and  Little  South  Ponds  of 
$1,161.06,  and  bills  properly  belonging  to  the  pumping  station 
construction  account  of  $1,065.87. 

The  sum  of  $12,000  was  appropriated  by  the  Town  to  pro- 
vide for  the  cost  of  the  steam  pump,  which  amount  has  been 
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p  exceeded,  as  shown  by  the  Treasurer's  books,  in  the  sum  of 
1  $768.37.    To  provide  for  this  deficiency  in  part  a  transfer  has 

£f>-' 

H  been  made  of  tlie  balance  of  $628.83  remaining  to  the  credit  of 
gjfcthe  Water  Worka,  as  recoininended  in  the  report  of  last  year, 
||  leaving  an  overdrawn  balance  of  $113.24,  which  it  is  recom- 
H  mended  be  transferred  to  the  Water  Works  to  close  the  account. 

t&  The  total  cost  of  the  steam  pump,  including  building  and 
W  fixtures,  is  $13,831.24 

i  • 

|  The  income  from  the  works  has  increased  from  $10,979.31  in 
H  1879  to  $11,500.17  in  1880,  an  increase  for  the  year  of  $520.86. 

II  The  current  expenses  for  the  coming  year,  including  interest 
on  scrip  and  notes,  is  estimated  at  $10,000,  and  with' the  same 
income  as  last  year,  which  is  likely  to  be  somewhat  diminished 
by  abatements  for  loss  by  takers  of  a  supply  of  water  from  freez- 
ing of  service  pipes,  etc.,  will  require  strict  economy  to  meot 
current  expenses  and  provide  for  the  existing  deficiency  in  the 
account. 

No  addition  has  been  made  to  the  sinking  fund  during  the 
yoar  except  from  the  accumulations  of  the  trust,  which  now 
amount  to  $1,913.72,  a  gain  for  the  year  of  $93.49.  ; 

As  the  sinking  fund  can  only  receive  what  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  income  may  be  in  the  Treasurer's  hands  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  it  is  evident  that,  with  the  deficiency  now  existing, 
and  the  increased  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  in  addition 
to  current  expenses,  very  little,  if  any,  income  can  be  relied 
upon  to  increase  the  sinking  fund  other  than  from  the  accumu- 
lations before  maturity  of  the  bonds  for  which  it  was  created  to 
provide.  The  collection  of  water  rents  has  been  promptly 
made,  and  a  very  small  amount  remains  uncollected.  Reference 
to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  will  more  fully  explain  the 
detailed  expenditures  for  the  year. 


Vine  Hills  Cemetery. 

Or. 

By  balance  of  old  account   $'376  49 

cash  received  from  18  lots  sold   274  50 

  $650  99 

Dr. 

To  payment  1880   $114  07 

Undrawn  balance    $536  £2 

There  have  been  sold  during  the  year  18  lots,  amounting  to 
$265.60,  six  of  which  remained  unpaid  when  the  account  was 
closed,  amounting  to  $01.65. 

There  is  also  due  for  seven  lots  sold  in  previous  years  $106.40. 
The  balance  standiug  to  the  credit  of  the  account  will  pro- 
vide for  the  current  expenses,  and  no  appropriation  is  recon> 
me.nded. 


Fire  Department. 

On. 

By  appropriation  

sale  condemned  hose  

Dr. 

To  payments  1880   $1,958  71 

balance  old  account   102  25 


$2,400  00 
83  46 

$2,433  46 


$2,060  96 


Undrawn 


$372  50 
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Lighting  Streets  and  Town  House. 

Cr. 

By  undrawn  balance   $130  12 

appropriation    1,050  00 

$1,180  12 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1880    $1,130  76 

Undrawn   :   $49  36 


Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund. 

Or. 

By  appropriation   ...    $1,500  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  to  trustees   $1,500  00 


Pumping  Station. 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance   $8,521  71 

payments  in  1880   4,246  66 

$12,768  37 

Cr. 

By  appropriation  $12,000  00 

transfer  from  Water  Works   628  83 

reimbursements   26  30 

 $12,655  13 

0V<  t   

Vbdrawi)   $113  24 
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New  School  Houses. 

Cu. 

By  appropriation   $5,000  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  1880     4,907  22 


Undrawn   $2  78 


Burial  Hill. 

By  balance  account   $30  52 

appropriation   100  00 

amount  from  Warron  fund   03  03 

,   $101  15 

Dr. 

To  payments  1880   $101  15 


Assessors. 

Cii. 

By  appropriation     $050  00 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance   $10  78 

payments  1880   88-1  81 

  $($1  59 


Undrawn 


$18  41 
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ii 

Collector  of  Taxes. 


% 

Dr. 

To  commission  colllecting  $6,281.80  back 

taxes,  one  per  cent ....         ....  $62  81 

salary  1880   450  00 

undrawn  balance  1879   17  30 


$530  11 

Ok. 

By  appropriation   #450  00 

less  one  per  cent,  on  $5,637.28,  uncol- 
lected taxes  January,  1881 ....         56  37 

  $506  37 

01c  »   

Undrawn.   .  $23  74 


Watch  and  Police. 

Dr. 

To  payments  1880    $1,195  30 

On. 

By  balance  old  account.  ...    $36  84 

appropriation   1,000  00 

 $1,036  84 

Cry*,-   

indrawn   '  $158  46 
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Warren  Fund. 

Or. 

By  balance  old  account   $1,018  08 

interest   50  00 

  $1,008  08 

Du. 

To  payments  1880   $82  63 

$1,016  35 

Contingent. 

On. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $102  30  ? 

Armory  rent   250  00 

appropriation   3,000  00 

sewer  rights   50  00 

 $3/162  39 

Dr. 

To  payments  1880   $3,109  61  | 

Undrawn   $;-552  78 


Street  Crossings. 

On. 

By  appropriation   *300  00 

1)1, 

To  payments  1880   85  28  | 

 '  I 

Undrawn   $214  72  | 

I 


I  Fresh  Brook  Fishery. 

I  By  balance  old  account   $10  72 

cash  from  sale  of  brook  k  . .  . .  12  (10 

1       Undrawn   $22  72 

P 

E 

1 

Agawam  and  Half  Way  Pond  Fishery. 

I  Ob. 
I 

|  By  cash  received  from  sale  of  brook   $227  50 

J  Dr. 

I  To  payments  1880   $63  30 

balance  carried  into  the  Town  Treasury,  16-i  20 

I 

i   


$227  50 


Abatements. 

I 

l  Ca. 

By  balance,  old  account   $2,398  73 

overlay  1880   1,370  57 

 $3,775  30 

Du. 

To  abatements  1880    $785  73 


Undrawn 


$2,989  57 
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Widows'  Fund. 

On. 

By  balance  old  account   $0  3-1 

dividend   of    Old   Colony  Natioual 

Bank   1513  33 

  $133  67 

Dit. 

To  payments  1880   $133  00 

Undrawn   SO  G7 


Training  Green  Fund. 

Or. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $553  83 

interest  on  deposit  in  Five  (Jenls  Sav- 
ings Bank   '22  54 

Undrawn   $570  37 


Guide  Boards. 
The  Gu^de  Boards  are  reported  in  good  condition. 


Appropriations. 

Tho  following  impropriations  for  tlio  current  year  are  reeoin- 


| 

J.  mended  : 

m 

I 

yRoacls  anil  bridges  

Schools  

^Contingent  

foor  

J  Insane  poor  

Fire  department  

Burial  Hill  

Sexton  

Collector  of  taxes  

Duxbury     Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking 

il  fund  

Treasurer   

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House  

v Watch  and  police  

Assessors  

♦Town  debt  


Deficiencies. 

1  New  school  buildings   $5,000  00 

Less  transfer  from  abatement  account.  .  1,800  00 

&   


$7,000  00 
17,500  00 
3,000  00 
0,500  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 
200  00 
125  00 
450  00 

1,500  00 
500  00 

1,100  00 

1,400  00 
750  00 

0,000  00 

$49,525  00 


Roads  and  bridges 


$3,200  00 
505  10 


$3,705  10 


Amount  carried  forward.  ... 


$53,230  10 
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Amount  brouyht  forward   $53/230  10  1 

The  revenue  not  otherwise  appropriated  :\ 
is  as  follows  : 

Corporation  tax   $-1,200  00 

Bank  tax   2,500  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts   300  00 

  $7  000  00 


- 

J 


$10,230  10 

Leaving  the  sum  of  $-16,230.10,  which  it  is  recommended  bo 
raised  by  taxation  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year,  being 
the  sum  of  $3,787.15  in  excess  of  last  year. 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,] 
HENltY  WHITING,  Selectmen 
DAVID  CLARK,  \  of 

0*  B.  STODDARD,  Plymouth. 
JOHN  CHURCHILL, 

Plymouth,  Feb.  21,  1881. 


VALUATION. 


Real  estate 
Personal  . 


$2,823,475  00 
1,420,875  00 

$4,244,350  00 


Number  of  polls,  1,784. 

Tax  on  polls,  $2.00. 

Rate  of  taxation,  $1.16. 

Number  of  horses,  472. 

Number  of  cows,  452. 

Number  of  sheep,  131. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  1,149. 


ABSTRACT  OF  RECORDS  FOR  1880. 


Voted— That  the  Water  Commissioners  l)e  live  in  number, 
and  that  the  Town  elect  one  person  for  a  period  of  one  your, 
one  person  for  two  years,  and  that  hereafter  at  ouch  annual 
meeting  the  Town  elect  one  or  two  Water  Commissioners  as 
the  term  of  otlice  of  one  or  two  may  expire  in  that  year  to  servo 
for  three  years. 

Voted — That  the  Town  approve  the  action  of  the  Water 
Commissioners  in  supplying  water  to  the  Plymouth  Woolen 
Mill,  and  tho  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  contract 
to  supply  tho  same  from  the  main  pipe  instead  of  a  pipe  from 
Deep  Water,  retaining  in  other  respects  the  terms  and  condi 
tions  named  in  tho  votes  of  Oct.  14,  1878,  so  far  as  applicable 
Voted — That  the  sum  of  $300  be  appropriated  for  tho  laying 
of  stone  crossings  at  streets  intersecting  with  Main  street. 

Voted — That  the  Town  will  authorize  tho  Selectmen  to  sell 
and  convey  lots  in  the  Burial  Ground  at  Manomet  Ponds  auc] 
apply  the  proceeds  to  the  care  and  improvement  of  the  grounds 
Voted — That  the  Treasurer  and  the  Selectmen  are  hereby 
authorized  and  instructed  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money  not  ex 
eoediug  $2,000,  in  anticipation  of  taxes  of  1881,  for  tho  purpose 
of  payment  of  the  expenses  that  may  bo  incurred  by  tho  School 
Committee  in  enlarging  tho  llussell  Street  School-house. 

Votod — That  tho  Treasurer,  with  tho  approval  of  tho  Select 
men,  be  authorized  to  borrow  $3,000  and  to  give  tho  note  oj 
tho  Town  therefor,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  lot  an 
erecting  a  school  building  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes  of  the 
year  1881  and  payable  therefrom. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectman— William  H.  Nelson,  David  Clark,  Henry  Whiting, 
Charles  B.  Stoddard,  Johu  Churchill. 
Town  Clerk— Curtis  Davie. 
Town  Treasurer— Curtis  Davie. 
Collector  or  Taxes— John  Churchill. 

Assessors— John  Harlow,  Josiah  A.  Bobbins,  Gideon  Per- 
kins. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— John  Churchill,  Lemuel  Bradford, 
George  H.  Jackson. 
Sexton— Clement  Bates. 

"Water  Commissioners— Charles  O.  Churchill,  Samuel  H. 
Doten,  William  W.  Brewster,  Nathaniel  Morton,  Johnson 
Davie. 

School  Committee — William  II .  Whitman,  Charles  B.  Stod- 
dard, Frederick  N.  Knapp,  James  D.  Thurber,  Nathaniel 
Morton,  George  G.  Dyer. 

Superintendent  of  Schools— Charles  Burton, 
i,  Aqawam  Fishery  Committee— Peleg  C.  Chandler,  Augustus 
Robbins,  Joseph  P.  Towns. 

el  Constables — John    At  wood,   Baruabas    Hedge,   Lewis  S. 
Wadsworth,  James  B.  Collingwood,  Freeman  Mauter,  William 
$1.  Baker,  Stephen  Holmes. 
Burial  Hill  Committee— Selectmen. 
Trustees  Duxrurv  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund— 
John  J.  Russell,  George  G.  Dyer,  Isaac  Brewster. 
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Surveyors  anj>  Measurers  of  Lumber — Nathaniel  Brown, 
Leavitt  T.  Bobbins,  Georgo  H.  Jackson. 
Inspector  and  Sealer  of  Leather— John  Churchill. 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures— Christopher  T.  Harris, 
Plymouth  Beach  Committee— Selectmen. 
Surveyors  of  IIiqhways— Selectmen. 

Field  Drivers  and  Fence  Viewers— Joseph  F.  Towns, 
Lewis  S.  Wadsworth,  Nathan  B.  Perry,  Stephen  Holmes, 
Stephen  Doten,  Gustavus  G.  Sampson,  B.  Hedge. 

Committee  on  Shell  Fish— Jesse  It.  Atwood  and  Selectmen. 

Superintendent  of  Water  Works— Richard  W.  Baguell. 

Collector  of  Water  Rates— Willard  Wood. 

Committee  on  Fire,  in  the  Woods— Franklin  B.  Cobb, 
Henry  Whiting,  William  T.  Davis,  Gustavus  G.  Sampson, 
Thomas  Peirce,  Horatio.  Wright,  Otis  W.  Burgess,  Truman 
Sampson,  Barnabas  Hedge,  Leavitt  T.  Bobbins,  Ezra  Finney,/ 
Ziba  Ellis,  Samuel  Bradford,  Benjamin  Ward,  David  Clark, 
Aaron  Sampson,  Nathaniel  Brown,  Lemuel  Bradford,  Stephen 
Doton,  M.  V.  B.  Douglas,  Samuol  H.  Doten,  Thomas  Sampson, 
A.  J.  Atwood,  Nathaniel  Clark. 

Pound  Keepers— Oliver  T.  Wood,  Hosoa  C.  Bartlett.  ; 

Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund— William  II.  Nelson,  George  G,; 
Dyer,  William  T.  Davis.  J 

Board  of  Health— Arthur  Lord,  William  P.  Stoddard,  E, 
D.  Hill,  James  D.  Thurbor,  Georgo  II.  Jackson. 

Committee  on  Inland  Fisheries— Thomas  D.  Shumway, 
Charles  B.  Stoddard,  David  H.  Gilbert.  j 
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REPORTS. 


—  

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


M  The  past  year  has  been  more  favorable  to  the  poor  and  desti- 
tute. Employment  has  been  more  plenty,  and,  therefore,  the 
^oall  for  help  has  been  less  than  the  previous  year. 
$j  The  inmates  of  the  Almshouse  have  been  carefully  and  kindly 
'treated  and  cared  for,  and  made  as  comfortable  as  they  well 
;pould  be. 

The  poor  not  inmates  of  the  Almshouse  have  had  their  wants 
supplied,  as  in  the  best  judgment  of  the  Overseers  they  needed  ; 
(there  may  be  some  cases  where  the  Overseers  get  deceived  by 
^Undeserving  people,  which  makes  it  difficult  to  always  tell  just 
{Where  to  draw  the  line,  but  have  endeavored  to  use  care  and 
'  prudence  in  the  matter. 

ft  You  will  see  by  our  figures  that  wo  have  kept  handsomely 
J  within  our  appropriation,  and  should  have  shown  a  larger  sur- 
plus if  it  were  not  for  having  to  purchase  a  larger  part  of  the 
wood  this  year,  which,  in  former  years,  has  been  partially  fur- 
pished  from  the  Town  lots,  which  are  now  all  cut  olf,  and  have 
been  but  a  small  source  of  income  the  past  year. 
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We  would  recommend  the  purchase  of  the  wood  lot  men- 
tioned in  the  report  of  the  Selectmen,  it  being  near  Town,  well 
wooded,  and  by  competent  judges  considered  a  great  bargain. 

Tramps  have  been  less  numerous  in  Town  the  past  year.  In 
the  year  1879,  we  entertained  at  the  Almshouse  517,  this  year 
but  187,  and  179  of  these  were  entertained  previous  to  the 
passage  of  the  Tramp  law,  May  1,  18S0,  and  eight  since  that 
date,  showing  that  the  Tramp  law  is  having  good  effect. 

Balance  undrawn  Jan.  1,  1880   $62  33 

The  Town  raised  for  the  support  of   the  poor  the 

past  year   7,000  00 

Eeoeived  from  other  towns  for  relief  furnished  their 

poor   1,376  19 


$8,438  52 


Amount  expended   $7,766  10 

Amount  unexpended  Jan.  1,  1881   672  42 


$8,438  52 

Insane  Poor. 

Balance  undrawn  Jan.  1,  1880   $575  67 

Amount  raised  for  support  of  Insane  poor   1,000  00 

Received  as  reimbursements..    121  13 


$1,696  80 


Amount  oxponded   $1,589  23 

Amount  unexpended   107  57 


$1,696  80' 
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Poor  at  the  Almshouse. 

Number  of  inmates  Jan.  1,  1880   21 

Bj|   Number  admitted  during  the  year                            ...  3 

B|  Number  discharged    1 

B|  Number  died   '2 

B|   Number  remaining  Jan.  1,  1881.   21 

Sn  ■ 

Insane  Poor. 

|||  Number  at  the  hospitals  Jan.  1,  1880   9 

$;    Number  discharged   1 

i'V  Number  died     0 

If  '  Number  admitted   1 

I      Number  remaining  Jan.  1,  1881  , . . .  .  9 

Tramps, 

m 

H     Number  entertained  during  the  year    187 

We  recommend  that  there  be  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
jjr   poor  for  the  current  year  $0,500,  and  for  the  support  of  the  in- 
P  sane  poor  $1,500,  which  is  $500  less  for  the  poor  and  $500  more 
for  the  insane  poor. 

GEORGE  H.  JACKSON,  I  Overseers 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


The  following  annual  report  of  the  Plymouth  Fire  Depart- 
ment for  tho  year  1880  I  respoctfully  submit  to  the  honorable 
Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  : 

Expenses  of  the  Department, 


Cr. 

By  appropriation   $2,400  00 

reimbursement  for  hose   28  70 

reimbursement  for  roads   4  76 

  $2,433  46 

Dr. 

To  overdrawn  balance  from  1880   $102  25 

expenditures.   1,958  71 

 $2,060  96 

Undrawn  balance    $372  50 


I  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $2,000  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Apparatus. 

The  apparatus  of  tho  department  consists  of  two  stoam  en- 
gines  with  hose  carriages,  two  hand  engines  with  hose  carnages, 
one  hook  and  ladder  truck,  four  independent  hose  reels,  also 
two  force  pumps.  The  above  is  in  good  working  order.  In 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  slight  leak  was  noticed  in  the 
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tubes  of  No.  2'8  boiler.  An  examination  as  far  as  possible  was 
made  by  Mr.  Button,  the  builder  of  the  machine,  assisted  by 
Mr.  Churchill,  the  engineer.  They  reported  that,  in  their  judg- 
ment, they  discovered  nothing  serious,  and  to  all  appearances 
in  good  workiug  order.  But  tho  exporiouco  of  the  Board  on 
the  boiler  of  No.  1  leads  me  to  say  that,  rather  than  run  any 
risk,  I  should  recommend  a  new  boiler  at  no  distant  day. 

Hose. 

There  are  3,100  feet  of  hose  belonging  to  the  department, 
most  of  it  reliable  for  the  steamer's  use.  The  houses  of  the  de- 
partment are  in  good  repair. 

Reservoirs  and  Hydrants 

are  all  in  good  order.  The  reservoir  in  Town  Square  has  been 
repaired,  the  liuiog  of  cement  having  become  rotten,  causing 
leaks.  Two  post  hydrants  have  been  set,  one  at  the  foot  of 
Lothrop  Street,  also  on  Stafford  Street,  near  Mayflower.  There 
is  on  hand  a  hydrant  to  be  set  at  the  suitable  time.  Last 
November  a  very  successful  trial  of  three  hydrants  near  Town 
Square  was  made  under  an  extra  pressure  of  about  forty 
pounds  from  the  pumps.  It  was  shown  that  on  most  of  our 
Streets  the  use  of  hydrants  could  be  made  very  effective.  I 
recommend  the  Town  to  make  a  special  appropriation  of  a 
small  amount  for  a  few  years  for  the  purchase  and  setting  of 
hydrants. 

Manual  Force. 

I  Tho  manual  force  of  the  department  is  the  same  as  last  year, 
j  with  the  exception  of  an  additional  member  on  the  Board  of 
Engineers.  The  force  consists  of  140  men,  with  a  Board  of 
-Engineers  of  six  men  and  twenty  call  members  at  North  Ply- 
mouth, on  pay  only  at  time  of  service. 
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Fires.  I 

There  have  been  two  fires  during  the  year.  May  10  the  -p 
house  of  Mrs.  Naomi  Manter  at  South  Ponds  was  burned  with  i 
its  contents;  loss,  $300;  cause  unknown.  July  11  the  barn  of  1 
Marston  Holmos  at  South  Plymouth  was  struck  by  lightning  I 
and  burned;  loss,  $700.  There  have  been  lour  alarms  in  tho  | 
Town  proper,  to  which  thw  department  has  responded,  but  to  J 
which  their  servicos  were  not  required. 

Remarks, 

The  Town  has  reasons  for  congratulation,  that  while  the 
losses  by  fire  during  the  year  have  been  so  numerous  and  se- 
rious, we  have  not  suffered.  To  the  members  of  the  depart- 
ment, who  have  had  so  little  service  to  perform,  and  would  nat- 
urally lack  the  enthusiasm  so  necessary  in  a  department,  I  ten- 
der my  thanks  for  their  promptness  when  oceasion  has  re-  $ 
quired.  I  also  tender  thanks  to  my  Assistants  for  their  assist- 
ance. 

SAMUEL  BRADFORD, 


Chief  Engineer  of  Fire  Department, 


Plymouth  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund 


|  To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

H  Gentlemen  :  We  submit  the  following  report  of  the  condition 
£  of  the  Plymouth  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund  at  the  present 
1  time  : 

Dit. 

To  amount  received  from  Town  Treasurer   $1,759  43 

income  from  the  same   154  29 


$1,913  72 


Cr. 

;  By  United  States  4 J  per  cent,  bonds,  $700   $717  50 

Mansfield  &  Framingham  Railroad  6  per  cent. 

bonds,  $1,000   1,025  67 

deposit  in  Plymouth  Savings  Bank   170  07 


cash   48 


1  $1,913  72 

%  WILLIAM  H.  NELSON)  m  , 

I  GEORGE  G.  DYER,       j  1 1  uslce8' 

I  Plymouth,  Feb.  1(5,  1881. 
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WATER  COMMISSIONERS1  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.   31,  1880. 


The  supply  of  water  since  Jan.  24th  has  been  wholly  by  the 
Worthington  Steam  Pump. 

The  engineer's  record  is  from  April  1st  to  the  close  of  the 
year,  showing  that  during  the  nine  months  110,552,465  gallons 
were  pumped,  a  daily  average  of  402,009.  Since  the  comple- 
tion of  repairs  on  the  pipe  chamber  and  screens  at  Little  South 
Pond,  the  supply  has  been  mainly  drawn  from  the  ten-inch 
main  through  a  length  of  about  7,000  feet,  and  no  damage  from 
its  use  as  a  suction  pipe  has  appeared,  confirming  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Herschel,  the  consulting  engineer  on  location,  as  also 
the  assurances  of  the  builder  of  the  pump,  that  this  pipe  could 
be  thus  used  with  safety. 

The  location  of  the  pump  bouse  secures  not  only  the  amount 
now  required  for  daily  use,  but  also  an  additional  quantity  of 
not  less  than  300,000  gallons,  that  can  be  made  available  with- 
out any  expenditure  for  an  additional  supply  main,  as  the 
amount  that  may  be  hereafter  required  above  the  quantity  now 
taken,  can  be  drawn  from  the  poud  near  the  station,  which  may 
be  kept  at  the  desired  level  by  the  night  accumulation  of  the 
run  from  the  South  Pond  main. 


iB  small  pond  of  eighteen  acres,  when  containing  the  usual 
ititj,  can  be  drawn  from  to  the  extent  of  12,000,000  gallons, 
is  a  natural  reservoir  of  water  of   purest  quality,  as  ap- 
bv  the  report  of  Prof.  W.  Ripley  Nichols,  which  is  here- 
presented  : 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  i 
Chemical  Laboratory,  Boston,  March  11,  1880.  ) 

VO.  Churchill,  S.  H.  Dotjen,   W.   W.   Brewster — Water 

a* 

z€ommissio7iert>,  Plymouth,  Mass. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  from  you  on  the  9th  inst.,  a  sealed 
xlemijohn  marked  "Pump  Station  Pond"  water.    The  water  was 
"ound  to  be  clear  and  colorless,  and  chemical  examination 
owed  it  to  be  of  very  great  purity.    I  see  no  reason  why  the 
vater  is  not  in  every  way  suited  for  Town  supply,  nor  do  I  see 
ny  reason  why  the  water  may  not  be  mixed  with  the  "South 
6nd"  water.    In  comparing  the  results  of  the  present  exami- 
lon  with  those  obtained  on  the  examination  of  South  Pond 
ater  in  1877,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  sample  was 
:en  at  a  different  season  of  the  vear  ;  indeed,  the  difference 
-tween  the  two  waters  which  appear  in  the  table  are  no 
eater  than  the  difference  which  may  exist  between  samples 
.en  from  the  same  source  at  different  seasons  of  the  year, 
/will  also  be  remembered  that  in  June,  1877,  South  Pond 

ter  was  not  in  its  best  condition. 

m 

Yours  respectfully, 

WM.  PcIPLEY  NICHOLS. 
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Examination  of  Water  from  Plymouth,  Mass,  | 

[Results  expveMeil  in  l'urta  in  lOO.OOO]. 


DATE. 


June,  1877, 


d 

o  .d 

LOCALITY. 

a  a 

0 

11 

£ 
< 

S  £ 
<< 

South  Pond,  untutored 

water, 

0.0077 

0.0171 

Ditto,  after  filtration 

through  paper, 

O.OU77 

0.0103 

Pumping  Station  Pond 

water, 

0.0013 

0.0107 

Solid  Hesidue. 


IL 


1.C0 


1.G0 


l.iiG 


=  rt 

;  ToU 

1.40 

3.00 

0.HO 

2.40 

1.00 

2..5G 

0.73  ■ 


0.8Q^ 

—  1 


Notk. — The  amount  of  chlorine  which,  in  some  localities,  would  be  | 
rather  large  for  a  surface  water  is,  as  explained  in  a  previous  report,  to  bqjp 
accounted  for  by  the  proximity  of  the  ponds  to  the  sea.  § 


m  A  ten-inch  branch  with  valve  of  the  same  size  has  been  laid 
'Dear  the  pump  house  from  the  suction  main  to  this  pond,  for 
the  purpose  of  flushing  the  pipe  and  clearing  it  from  sand  and 
Sediment  that  had  collected  during  twenty-five  yoars  sluggish 
flow  of   the  water,  and  which,  previous  to  the  placing  of  the 
branch,  had  caused  some  trouble  for  the  engineer  on  first  tak- 
jug  water  from  it.    The  running  of  the  water  through  this  out- 
let at  the  rate  of    nearly  30,000  gallons  an  hour  for  several 
.weeks  cleaned  the  pipe  thoroughly,  and  prepared  it  for  the  de- 
'fiired  use  as  suction  pipe.    The  pump  and  machinery  are  in 
good  condition,  and  the  services  of  Mr.  Gibbs,  the  engineer, 
have  been  very  satisfactory  to  the  Commissioners,  ami,  under 
his  excellent  care  and  attention,  no  oxpense  for  repairs  has 
been  incurred. 

The  present  system  of  obtaining  high  service  1))'  pumping 
directly  into  the  pipes  during  the  day,  deprives  the  engineer  of 
the  usual  one  day  relief  from  weekly  employment,  and  the  night 
hours  must  be  taken  for  such  woik  as  the  machinery  requires, 
and  that  cannot  he  done  while  the  engine  is  in  operation.  No 
change  can  be  made  from  this  system  until  the  Town  deems  it 
\  expedient  to  construct  a  high  service  reservoir,  aud,  by  five  days' 
^pumping  each  week,  obtain  the  needed  supply  for  that  period. 

Check  Valve. 

The  check  valve  placed  in  the  ten-inch  reservoir  main  is  on 
laud  purchased  of  Mr.  N.  C.  Lanman,  and  is  protected  by  a  pit 
and  building.  l>y  adjustment  of  this  valve,  the  pressure  on  the 
pipes  can  be  increased  or  reduced,  and  since  June  the  pressure 
has  been  from  twenty-five  to  forty  feet  more  than  the  usual 
head  from  the  How  of  South  Pond. 

I  The  additional  pressure,  as  was  expected,  exposed  defective 
pipes,  most  of  them  on  a  line  of  pipe  near  "Wellingsley,  laid 
some  years  since  by  inexperienced  workmen,  and  that  has  each 


■  % 
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year  caused  more  or  less  trouble  for  the  Superintendent,  and  no 
breaks  have  occurred  that  would  not  soon  have  appeared  under 
the  ordinary  pressure.  | 

The  repairs  have  been  promptly  made,  with  as  little  incon^ 
venience  to  water  takers  as  possible. 

South  Pond  Repairs. 

At  Great  South  Poud  the  sixteen-inch  pipe  that  for  several 
years  had  been  used  for  conducting  the  water  to  Little  South, 
and  was  protected  by  rows  of  piling,  was  found  badly  broken 
and  nearly  full  of  sand,  the  flow  of  water  through  it  being 
materially  reduced,  the  bulk-head  having  been  moved  by  action 
of  the  ice.  This  structure  was  regarded  at  the  building  of  it  as 
an  experiment,  and  any  one  familiar  with  the  force  of  the  ice,, 
on  this  shore  would  consider  that  it  had  well  served  the  pur-* 
pose  intended. 

Little  South  having  been  drawn  upon  to  the  extent  of  three" 
feet  below  high  water  mark,  and  continually  falling,  it  became 
necessary  to  make  immediate  repairs  and  secure  the  flow  as 
heretofore,  keeping  these  ponds  as  near  a  level  as  possible; 
Having  former  experience  as  a  guide,  walls  of  heavy  stone  two 
feet  apart  have  been  laid  for  a  water  way.    Ten  feet  from  and 
parallel  to  each  of  these,  walls  of  equal  strength  have  been, 
built,  the  whole  extending  from  the  shore  into  the  pond  to  a 
depth  of  three  feet  below  high  water  mark,  and  connected  at- 
the  ends  by  solid  stone  masonry  six  feet  in  thickness.   The  out- 
side  is  also  protected  by  a  rip-rap  wall,  sloping  from  the  water; 
line  to  the  bottom,  and  it  is  expected  that  this  work  will  tie 
reasonably  durable,  and  the  water  flow  maintained  without 
interruption.     Since  its  completion  Little  South  has  gained 
more  than  two  feet,  notwithstanding  the  draft  from  it. 


'Tattle  South  Pond  the  main  pipe  has  been  extended  -eight 
tjand  connects  with  a  new  pipe  chamber  of  brick  and  ce- 
ent,  replacing  the  wood  work  that  had  been  in  use  twenty- 
|^ears,  and  is  properly  fitted  with  wire  screens.    This  work 
fssaiso  protected  by  stone  walls  similar  to  that  in  Great  South. 

Stand  Pipes. 

"he  three  stand  pipes  for  supplying  the  street  sprinkler,  and 
-r'"which  an  appropriation  was  voted  by  the  Town,  have  been 
nt  up  on  Yernon,  North  and  School  Streets.    On  School  Street 
^tiudlow  fire  hydrant  forms  part  of  the  stand  pipe,  and  by 
reemcnt  with  the  Fire  Engineers  part  of  the  expense  is  paid 
^y  them,  and  this  sum,  with  the  appropriation,  covers  the  cost. 

Reservoirs. 

§The  low  service  reservoir  from  the  point  considered  as  the 
ater  line  to  the  top  of  the  stone  lining,  a  height  of  two  and  a 
aaf  feet,  or  about  five  feet  on  the  slope,  is  not  in  good  condi- 
ion,  as  ascertained  by  tests,  the  leakage  varying  as  the  water 
res  from  one-half  inch  in  twenty-four  hours  to  six  inches; 
i^L  efforts  to  carry  the  water  above  the  stone  "facing"  by 
limping  were  unsuccessful. 

|3CJie  quantity  of  water  that  could  be  retained  in  it  if  sound  is 
btas  large  as  is  wished,  and  should  the  pump,  from  any  now 
foreseen  cause,  stop  working  and  require  many  days  for  re- 
ring  damage  to  it,  our  citizens  would  realize  the  need  of  a 

. 

ater  quantity  of  water  in  store  for  such  possible  emergency  ; 
-XL-  should  a  fire  occur  during  such  a  period,  with  a  scanty 
ply  and  low  head  from  the  reservoir,  the  result  might  be 
ore  disastrous  than  desirable.    Whether  the  Town  is  of  opin- 
onjthat  additional  storage  should  be  now  provided,  it  is  certain 
alithe  need  of  it  will  sooner  or  later  occur. 

e  income  of  the  year  from  the  works  ($11,500.17)  shows 
Iter  payment  of  expenses  of  maintenance,  estimated  at 

ia  surplus  remains  that  can  be  drawn  upon  to  pav  the 
4 
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interest  on  a  loan  for  reservoir  eoustrnctiou,  of  110,000,  and 
margin  remains  of  not  less  than  $1,200. 

Expenses. 

The  sum  of  $8,521.71  paid  in  1879  on  pump  account  is  m?!$ 
eluded  in  the  report  of  expenses  for  1880,  and  the  total  of  pay?-, 
meuts,  including  current  expenses,  amounts  to  $25,290.40. 

The  cost  of  pumping  machinery,  pump  house,  coal  shed,'; 
grading  of  the  grounds  and  putting  the  premises  in  creditable 
condition,  together  with  furniture,  engineer's  and  machinist's^ 
tools,  is  $13,789.0-1,  exceeding  the  amount  placed  at  the  di«rS 
posal  of  the  Commissioners  for  this  purpose  in  tho  sum  of; 
$1,133.91,  which  overdraft  may  bo  cancelled  by  the  receipts  of  l 
1881,  the  estimato  for  tho  current  expenses  being  $1,800  lesa| 
than  the  estimated  income.    No  appropriation  was  made  at  thol 
last  annual  Spring  meeting  other  than  $100  for  stand  pipos^j 
and  the  pipe  extensions,  repairs  and  improvements  at  the  Soutl}  ^ 
Ponds,  and  placing  of  tho  chock  valve,  absorbed  the  income/ 
that  remained  after  payment  of  general  expenses  and  cost  oft 
pumping. 

The  estimated  expense  for  the  maintenance  of  the  works  for] 
1881  are: 

Superintendent's  salary   $500  00^ 

Collection  of  water  rates   300  OOj 

Permanent  laborer   624  OQ^ 

Service  pipes  and  repairs   475  QOj 

Engineer  of  steam  pump   600  0(jh 

125  tons  coal   750  00! 

Wood  for  kindling  firos   75  00; 

Lubricating  oil  and  pump  packing   60  00i 

Illumiuating  oil   10  00j 

Interest  on  water  loan   5,400  OQj 

Interest  on  pump  loan-   570J5$ 

Other  expenses  incident  to  management   350 

$9,714  ($i 

Estimated  income  $11,500  OQj 
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Payments  on  Pumping  Engine  and  Building  Account. 

Clemens  Herschol,  consulting  engineer   $152  40 

W.  H.  Sears,  three  copies  of  specifications   35  01) 

T.  0.  Jackson  for  land   150  00 

L.  P.  Rice,  plan  of  building   50  00 

W.  H.  Morton,  plan  of  building   10  00 

H.  It.  Worthington,  contract  price  of  pump   7,000  00 

'E.  Pierce,  foundation  wall   01  12 

Shaw,  Bradford  it  Perkins  for  chimney,  underpin- 
ning ami  plastering   702  09 

'B.  Hedge  for  bricks   109  30 

'J.  B.  Perkins,  mason  work  and  tender   49  87 

George  A.  Barnes,  contract  for  building  and  fence. .  2,329  35 

E.  M.  Leach,  painting   154  90 

H.  11.  Worthington,  suction  branch  and  foot  valve. .  93  04 

*H.  It.  Worthington,  two  12-inch  check  valves   227  50 

*  Chapman  Valve  Company,  10  and  12-inch  valves   249  70 

Whittier  Machine  Company,  boiler  iron  flue   57  83 

Two  steam  gauges   13  00 

Water  screens   14  18 

s  Tin  gutters  and  conductors   37  09 

.  >3ervieo  pipe  and  plumbing     45  05 

Insurance   10  00 

:  Night  watching   34  60 

..Iron  sashes   3  00 

'  Cast  iron  branches  and  10  and  12  inch  pipes   214  84 

I Jjabor  entering  pond,  laying  pipes  and  cement   349  79 

Railroad  freight   45  01 

.Drain  pipe   58  93 

^.Teaming  and  carriage  hire   183  30 

Lumber  for  coal  bhed  and  piling   200  95 


Amount  carried  forward  $12,746  30 


52 


1 


Amount  brought  forward   $12,746  30  \ 

Carpenter  work  on  tlie  same  :   66  25  , 

Iron  work   15  18 

Labor  grading  and  clearing  land   533  69 

Sodding,  building  cesspool  and  paving  gutter   59  49 

Stone  wall  on  shore  of  pond   58  00 

Surveying  lot,  placing  stone  bounds  and  recording. .  5  G5  ■ 

Fire  brick  and  pipe  clay   6  50 

Stoves  for  drying  plastering  and  coal    14  00 

Platform  scales   35  00 

Wheelbarrow   10  00 

Radiator  in  engine  room    30  47 

Stove  in  basement   10  00 

Lamps  and  oilers..    31  87 

Hose  pipe   39  68 

Furniture  for  engine  room   29  40 

Engineer's  and  machinist's  tools  ...                        .  97  66 


$13,789  04 

Pipe  Extension. 

Wrought  iron  shell   $258  92 

Cement   69  20 

Wrought  iron  gas  pipe   61  19 

Yalvos   28  00 

Branches  and  sleeves   27  10 

Railroad  freight   55  96 

Iron  gate  tops   13  72 

Carting  pipe  and  cement   15  20 

Labor  trenching  and  laying  pipe   207  05 


$736  34 

V 
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Check  Valve  Pit  and  House. 


Laud  of  N.  0.  Lunman   $35  00 

Stone  for  collar  wall  and  laying.    53  75 

Brick  and  mason  work   30  18 

Lumber  and  nails                                              ...  38  00 

Carpenter  work  and  painting   41  57 

Recording  deed     65 

Drain  pipe   8  55 

Labor  and  carting  materials.   d(5  03 

One  pressure  gauge   6  00 

$259  73 

Stand  Pipes. 

Iron  posts   $21  00 

Pipe  and  valvos                                                 . .  34  4.8 

One  fire  hydrant   46  02 

Freight   3  80 

Machinist  work   5  09 

Trenching  and  cement   21  19 

Carting   3  50 

$135  08 

Little  South  Pond. 

Bricks  and  mason  work   $39  00 

}  Stone  wall   108  38 

Cement   10  80 

Labor   48  38 

Cement  pipe   8  75 

Teaming  and  carriage  hiro   28  55 

Screens  and  lock   24  31 

Iron  work   4  07 


$272  24 
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Great  South  Pond. 

287  tons  stone   $324  10  1 

Labor  on  eoiVcr  dam  ami  mason  work   300  24.  2 

Cement   30  00 

Lumber   37  74 

Tools  and  lock../.   4  34 

Carriage  hire  and  teaming   86  50 

 | 

§891  82  5 

■  I 

Current  Expenses.  3 

Superintendent's  salary   $500  00  J 

Collector  of  water  rates   324  27  I 

Service  pipes,  faucets  and  plumbing   114  01  ■? 

Ten-inch  gate  and  iron  sleeves   62  GO  | 

Cement   47  55  | 

Railroad  freight  and  express   18  51  : 

Enameled  cloth,  canvass  and  packing   40  67  ' 

Lumber  and  service  pipe  boxes   24  78  I 

Tools  and  blacksmith  work   38  78  \ 

Stove,  gas  pipe  and  fixtures  to  workshop   36  50  J 

Printing  extra  copies  of  repent   15  00  ■', 

Printing  water  bills  and  notices   41  75  ;< 

Stationery   7  03  | 

Office  furniture   5  00  % 

W.  It.  Nickols,  report  on  water  of  pond  at  pump 

station   12  50  ; 

Carriage  hire                                                     . .  137  50 

Teaming   40  05 

Labor  on  works   8(50  40  f 

Interest  on  water  bonds   5,310  00  :| 


$7,036  00 
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Pumping  Expenses. 

V 

I  Paid- 
PL  F.  Gibba,  engineer   $105  50 

Interest   150  00 

H  Coal,  132  64-100  tons  at  $5.65  per  ton   750  02 

I  Wood   25  28 

Kerosene  oil   10  50 

Cotton  waste  and  emery   17  33 

Asbestos  packing    8  38 

Jenkins  and  hemp  packing   5  10 

Martin's  packing    10  (52 

Rubber  gaskets  for  cylinders    3  00 

Lubricating  oil   52  25 

Stationery    3  20 

Railroad  freight  and  express   6  00 

Coal  for  engine  room  and  tenement   30  06 


$1,578  16 

Recapitulation. 

Expenditures. 

Bills  on  steam  pump,  1870-80   $13,780  04 

I  Extensions   736  34 

Check  valve,  pit  and  building   250  73 

Stand  pipes. . .   135  08 

1  Little  South  Pond   272  21 

Great  South  Pond   801  82 

Current  expenses   7,636  00 

Pumping  expenses   1,578  16 


$25,200  40 
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Receipts. 


Pump  appropriation,  May  10,  1879   $12,(100  00 

Reimbursed  for  materials   2(5  30 

Balance  of  income,  1871)  .   .   .   028  83 

Stand  pipe  appropriation.   100  00 

Water  rents   11,24.2  13 

Labor  and  materials   258  04 

Overdrawn   1,044  10 

§25,299  40 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  O.  CHURCHILL, 
SAMUEL  If.  DOTEN, 
•     WILL  [AM  W.  BREWSTER, 
JOHNSON  DAVIE, 
NATHANIEL  MORTON, 


|  Water 

f 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPOR'I 


Office  of  Superintendent  of  Water  Works,  ) 

Plymouth,  January  1,  1881.  j  | 

To  Board  of  Water  Commissioners:  In  accordance  with  the  I 

■1 

requirements  of  the  Water  Board,  1  herewith  respectfully  I 
submit  my  seventh  annual  report  as  Superintendent. 

Tliere  has  been  laid  during  the  year,  1,806'  foot  of  wrought  | 
iron  and  cement  pipe,  at  a  total  cost  of  §523.(57.  Of  this  53 
feet  was  two  inch  pipe,  873  feet  was  three  inch  pipe,  278  feet  ?| 
was  four  inch  pipe,  102  feet  was  one  inch  pipe,  and  11  feet  of  J 
four  inch  pipe  for  hydrant.  J 

The  162  feet  of  one  inch  pipe  was  laid  on  Morton  Place,  from 
Pleasant  Street,  at  a  total  cost  of  $52.99  ;  water  let  in  pipe  | 
July  21st.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  feet  of  four  inch  pipe  J 
laid  on  Samoset  Street  from  Chestnut  Street,  and  53  feet  of  J 
two  inch  pipe  laid  on  Chestnut  Street  to  connect  with  the  four 
inch  pipe  laid  on  Samoset  Street,  at  a  total  cost  of  $130.47  »p 
water  turned  on  July  30th.  Two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  feet 
of  three  inch  pipe  laid  on  Mayflower  Street,  358  feet  of  three ^ 
inch  pipe  laid  on  .  Stafford  Street  and  connected  with  the  pipe  ?, 
laid  on  Mayflower  Street.  Fifty-five  feet  of  the  two  inch  pipe' 
on  Mayflower  Street  was  taken  up  and  laid  deeper,  to  be  on  thai 
same  grade  of  the  three  inch  pipe.  Eleven  feet  of  four  inch  | 
pipe  laid  for  a  hydrant  set  on  corner  of  Mayflower  and  Stafford 
Streets,  at  a  total  cost  of  $250.49;  water  let  in  pipe  August  20tli, 
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Two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  feet  of  three  inch  pipe  laid 
I  in  Lothrop  Place  from  Lothrop  Street,  at  a  total  cost  of  $89.72  ; 

water  let  in  pipe  September  24th. 
\      One  hulnlred  and  eighty-rive  feet  of  three-fourth  inch  lead 

pipe  and  12  feet  of  three-fourth  inch  iron  pipe  was  taken  up  on 
;  Lothrop  Place,  to  be  replaced  by  three  inch  pipe. 

5  The  number  of  service  pipes  inserted  during  the  year  is 
jj >  twenty -Si: veil  ;  length  of  pipe,  211  feet  and  6  inches.  Cost  of 
•  pipe  $35.30'  Cost  of  trenching,  $27.75.  Total  cost  of  service 
!.  pipes  inserted  during  the  year,  $93.50. 

Whole  number  of  leaks  and  obstructions  was   68 

In  joints   II 

I        Defective  pipes   ...  48 

1      Dirt   2 

Joints  on  stops  for  service   3 

Broken  on  sewer     1 

|;  Total   68 

|  .  The  total  cost  of  repairs  and  removing  obstructions  on  the 

6  main  distributing  and  service  pipes  was  $253.11. 

»:  Of  the  leaks  and  obstructions  that  have  occurred  : 

gin  ten-inch  pipe    I  The  cost  of  repairs..  .  $17  70 

skin  eight-inch  pipe    I  The  cost  of  repairs.. .  33  06 

Bin  six-inch  pipe    3  The  cost  of  repairs. .  .  15  81 

gin  four-inch  pipe    23  The  cost  of  repairs..  .  80  20 

j£-JQ  two-inch  pipe    23  The  cost  of  repairs..  .  70  38 

B  Ja  service  pipes             ...  11  The  cost  of  repairs. .  29  90 

'  —   

Total  number  of  leaks. .  .  68  Total  cost  of  repairs.  $253  11 

if;;  Four  new  gates  have  been  established  this  year;  one  two- 
inch  gate  on  Chestnut  Street  junction  of  Samoset  Street  ;  one 
two-inch  gate  on  South  Street  junction  of  Mayflower  Street; 
Epne  three-inch  gate  on  Lothrop  Street  junction  of  Lothrop 
Place  ;  one  two-inch  gate  on  Mayflower  Street  junction  of 
Washington  Street. 
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The  cost  of  the  above  gates  is  included  in  the  cost  of  the 
various  extensions  to  which  thoy  belong,  with  tho  exception  of 
the  two-inch  gate  on  Mayflower  Struct ;  that  was  set  at  a  cost 
of  $13.50. 

Thirty-six  service  boxes  have  been  taken  out  and  replaced  by 
new  ones  at  a  cost  of  $27.00. 

There  have  been  added  to  tho  water  takers  this  year  thirty- 
two  families,  three  stables,  fourteen  water  closets,  eight  bath- 
ing tubs,  one  boarding  house  with  twenty  rooms  and  one  an- 
nealing house. 

The  whole  amount  oxponded  for  hibor  \ 
during  the  year  is   ...  SI, 067  4^ 


The  amouut  received  for  labor  trenching.       $83  54 
The  amount  received  for  shutting  off  ser- 
vice   66  70 

 i 

Total  amount  received  for  labor   $150  21 

Total  net  cost  of  labor   $917  1 

Size  of  Pipe  in  Use. 

Main  and  distribution  pipe  laid  to  Dec.  31,  1880  : 

Twenty-inch  pipe   51  feetj 

Cone   5  »\ 

Twelve-inch  pipe      64  " 

Ten-inch  pipe   18,295  "  j 

Eight-inch  pipe   4,051  " 

Six-inch  pipo   7,423  "  | 

Four-inch  pipe   36,174  "  .1 

Three-inch  pipo   7,569  "  | 

Two-inch  pipe   27,864  "  j 

I 
1 

1 
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Two-inch  iron  pipe   795  feet 

One-inch  cement  pipe   102  " 

One-inch  enamelled  iron  pipe   520  " 

Six-eighths  inch  cement  pipe   110  " 

Seven-eighths  inch  iron  | >i po   813  " 


Total  number  of  feet   102,8%  feet 


The  number  of  service  pipes  attached  to  the  main  and  distri- 
bution pipes  ia  1,083,  the  street  length  being  21,060  feet,  mak- 
ing, with  the  main  and  distribution  pipe,  a  total  of  125,550  feet, 


or  23  miles  and  4,110  feet. 

Total  number  of  gates,  December  31    112 

Twelve-inch     2 

Ten-inch   8 

Eight-inch   5 

Six-inch   9 

Four-inch   33 

Three-inch        7 

Two-inch       41 

One-inch,  for  waste   7 

—  112 


R.  W.  BAGNELL,  Superintendent. 


Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund. 


To  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  PLYMOUTH  :  | 

Gentlemen  : — We  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement  | 
of  the  condition  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Duxbury  tfc  Colias- 1 
set  Railroad  at  the  present  time  : 

Du. 

To-  '\ 
Amounts  received  from  Town  Treasurer  at  various  1 

times   ....  $12,G93  20 

Income  received  from  same   1,598  19 


*U,291  39 1 


Ch. 
By- 

City   of    Chicago  bond,  costing  $1 ,007.50—  7  per 

cent   $1,000  00 

Plymouth  Water  Scrip  bond,  costing  $1 ,007.50— 0 

per  cent  ,   1,000  00,' 

Old  Colony  Railroad  bonds,  costing  $2/207.50—7 

per  cent   '2,000  00 

•  .  

Amount  carried  forward   $'1,000  00 
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Amount  brought  forward   $1000  00 

Old  Colony  Railroad  bond,  coating  $1,022.50—6 

per  dont   1,000  00 

Ronton  &  Lowell  Railroad  bonds,  coating  $2,000 — 

6  pur  cent  ''.   2,000  00 

Boston,  Concord  k  Montreal  Railroad  bonds,  costing 

$2,210.53,-6  per  cent   2,000  00 

Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  Railroad  bonds,  costing 

$2,()8D— 6  per  cent   2,000  00 

Eastern  Railroad  bonds,  costing  $1,308.63— 4.J  per 

cent   1,500  00 

Old  Colony  National  Bank,  orating  $1,250.98,  ten 

shares   1,000  00 

Webster    National    Bunk,     costing   $550,  five 

shares    500  00 

Cash  in  Plymouth  Savings  Bank  and  on  hand   201  39 


$14,291  39 

JOHN  J.  RUSSELL,  ) 

ISAAC  BREWSTER,  [  Trustees. 

GEORGE  G.  DYER,  J 

Plymouth,  Feb.  16,  1881. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 


Marriages  Registered  in  Plymouth  in  1880. 


JaD.     1.    Charles  William  Voght  and  Chm  lotto  E.  Griffith, 
both  of  Plymouth. 

Jan.     1.    John   8.  Wright   and    Lilian    S.  Voght,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Jan.     2.    Charles  W.  Tinkham  of  Middluboro  and  Sarah  J. 

Standish  of  Plymouth.  Married  in  Middleboro, 

Jan.     4.    Charles  S.  Collingwood  of  Plymouth  and  Angie  S. 

Tripp  of  Middleboro.    Married  in  Middleboro, 

Jan.   22.    Thomas  E.  Rogers  and  Mary  Jane  Downey,  both  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Jan.   22.    Oliver  T.  Peters  of  Haverhill  and  Lydia  F.  Sears  of 
Plymouth. 

Jan.   28.    Thomas  C.  Ellis  of  Plymouth  and  Delia  S.  Lanman 
of  Kingston. 

Jan.   29.    John  Hines  and  Rebecca  J.  Vinul,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Jan.   30.    James  R.  Harlow  of  Plymouth  and  Sarah  A.  French 
of  Middleboro. 
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Feb.     2.    William  Jordan  and  Laura  P.'  Churchill,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb.     L    Otis  W.  Burgess  and  Mary  S.  Cobb,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Feb.     5.    John  B.   Wilde  and  Martha  Purton,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

•Feb.     (J.     William  H.  McLaughlin  and  Dora  Kingsley,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Fub.  10.  Polirg  S.  B.  Bartlett  and  Hattie  M.  Atwood,  both  of 
I  Plymouth. 

,  Feb.    11.    Martin  Powers  and  Lucy  E.  Douglass,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

I  Feb.  21.  Benjamin  F.  King  of  Plymouth  and  Mary  Viekery 
Jj  of  Plympton. 

J,  Feb.  25.  George  H.  Bradford  and  Mary  E.  Baker,  both  of 
\t  Plymouth. 

eb.   20.    Stephen  C.  Glass  of  Duxbury  and  Salome  N.  Ray- 
mond of  Plymouth. 


I 


|}fftrcli  3.    William  W.  Eiles  and  Ellen  M.  Eaton,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

|>Iarcli  7.    William  \V.  Haymond  of  Plymouth  and  Flora  G. 
Bollcs  of  Acushncit. 

i 

April  7.  Claude  Melnotte  Chandler  and  Lucy  Chandler  Dela- 
Ejj  no,  both  of  Kingston. 

April    7.    Frank  K  Burke  of  Boston  and  Catharine  P.  Scott 
of  Plymouth. 

|April    8     Frank    N.   Maim   and  Maria  Gould,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 
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April  12.    Jamos  L.  Bryant  of  Lynn  and  Susan  A.  Taylor  of 
Plymouth. 

April  12.    Edward  G.  Ellis  and  Louisa  Dittmar,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

April  14.    James  W.  Pratt  and  II.  Eva  Lashuro,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

April  15.    Peter  Lafayette  and  Nellie  Ann  Morton,  both  of- 
Plymouth. 

April  18.    Guslavus   L.  Cobb  of   Middleboro  and  Mary  A. 

Dickson  of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Kingston. 

April  21.    William  E.  Holmes  and  Florence  W.  King,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

April  22.    Henry  H.  Packard  of  Brockton  and  Matilda  Et 
Dunham  of  Plymouth. 

April  22.    Edward  It.  Manter  and  Mary  L.  Niekerson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

April  24.    Charles  D.  Dunbar  and  Emma  F.  Ellis,  both  of 
Plymouth.  ; 

April  28.    Charles  J.  Stegmaior  and  Catharine  D.  Lyon,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

May     2.    Charles  D.  Bartlett  and  Agnes  G.  Griswold,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May     5.    Harrison  0.  Barnes  and  Mary  A.  Blunchard,  both' 
of  Plymouth. 

May     7.    Alfred  S.  Burns  of  Plymouth  and  Harah  L.  Brown: 
of  Belfast,  Me.    Married  in  East  Boston.  i 

May     8.    Levi  W.  Benson  and  Alvina  F.  Grittin,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 
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I  May  23. 

I  May  27.' 
■ 

g  Juno  5. 

Juno  12. 

Jane  13. 
I  June 

June  16. 

|  June  17. 

Juno  20. 

jejune  23. 

Juno  k21. 


■ 

3. 

Kfalj 

5. 

6. 

1 

■  July 

6. 

Ral; 

6. 

Hfulj 

8. 

Pbilip  Kuhs  and  Elizabeth  P.  Trees,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Patrick  Hoy  of  South  Abingtou  and  Margard  Sul- 
livan of  Duxbury. 

Frank  13.  Holmes  of  Kingston  and  Kate  Murray  of 
Plymouth. 

Ezra  Pierce  ami  Elizabeth  A.  Picard,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

James  M.  Dowsett  ami  Abnira  13.  Cole,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Carver. 

Joseph  Walling  of  Duxbury  and  Hannah  M.  Mur- 
phy of  Plymouth. 

Thomas  W.  Douglass  and  Hannah  R.  Weston,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

George  0.  Morse  and  Mamie  Coleman,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth.   Married  in  Braintreo. 

James  Murray  and  Annabel  Cavanagh,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Allen  15.  Barnes  and  Ida  Cheney  Wood,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Newman  W.  Storer  and  Martha  A.  Very,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Prank  S.  Hall  and  Mary  L.  Bobbins,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Alexander  Wassou  and  Teresa  C.  Schubert,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Adelbert  Delano  ami  Mary  A.  Shannon,  both  of 
Duxbury. 

William  Lane  of  Weymouth  and  Maggie  Downey 

both  of  Plymouth. 
Charles  P.  Uichanlaou  and  Nellie  M.  Oldham,  both 

of  Plymouth. 
Alviu  J.  Gordon  of  Newton  anil  M  try  S.  Loring  of 

Plymouth.    Married  iu  Newton. 
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July  20.  John  Bagin  ami  Matilena  B.  Hommerly,  both  of 
Plymouth.  j 

July  21.  Duvid  Holmes  and  Emma  F.  Richardson,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

July  25.  James  A.  Fish  of  Sandwich  and  Drusilhi  T.  Swift 
of  Plymouth. 

Aug.  5.  Edward  J.  Kelly  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  ami  Nellie  V 
Warren  of  Plymouth. 

Aug.      8.    Patrick  T.  Denney  of  Plymouth  and  Margaret  A. 

Maguire  of  South  Weymouth.  Married  in  Wey- 
mouth. 

Aug.  19.  Maurice  Drinen  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  Nora  Mc- 
Gillicuddy  of  Plymouth. 

Aug.  29.  John  MeNamara  and  Mary  A.  Flynn,  both  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Sept.  1.  Andrew  J.  Cassidy  and  Kale  Frawley,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Sept.  5.  Willard  O.  Holbrook  and  Ida  F.  Manter,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Sept.  11.  Frederic  N.  Wiusor  and  Carrie  Glass,  both  of  Dux- 
bury. 

Sept.    13.    Albert  Nightingale  and  Luzetta  S.  Swift,  both  of 

Plymouth.  > 
Sept.    19.    Joseph  T.  Grime  and  limma  L.  Banker,  both   of  \ 

Plymouth.  '| 
Sept.    21.    Emery    0.    Hathaway  of   Boston  and  Agnes  C.  \ 

Morton  of  Plymouth.  I 
Sept.    30.    Edward    W.    Watson  of  Plymouth   and   Alice  F.| 

Walker  of  Scituate.    Married  in  Seituate. 
Oct.     10.    Isaac  L.  Hedge  of  Plymouth  and  Eudora  M.  Pierce^ 

of  Kingston. 

Oct.     20.    Charles  S.  Morton  and  Alice  Goddard  both  of  Plyii 
mouth.  I 

J 

I 
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21.    Martin  Frank  Benson  and  Alice  B.  Howard,  both 

*    of  Plymouth. 
28.    George  H.  Piorca  and  Annie  M.  Sampson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

3.  Charles  A.  Strong  and  Sarah  E.  Morton,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

15.    Nelson  Bourne  and  Ruth  K.  Giftbrd,  both  of  New 
Bedford. 

Hi.    Willi  mi    Collingwood   and  Lottie  May  Johnson, 
both  of  Plymouth. 

17.  William  H.  Geany  and  Augusta  M.  West-gate,  both 

of  Plymouth. 

18.  Joseph  B.  Whitteu  of  Plymouth  and  Abbie  Soulo 

of  Kingston.    Married  in  Kingston. 
21.     Robert  M.  Holmes  and  Sarah  S.  Grover,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

2.  George  h\  Holmes  and  Carrie  B.  Whiting,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

().  Henry  J.  Beytes  and  Ida  C.  Lent,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth.   Married  in  Kingston. 

7.  William  Langford  and  Jennie  T.  Swift,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

11.    Frederick  F.  Simmons  of  Pembroke  and  Mary  E. 

Sampson  of  Kingston. 
If).    William  II.  Drew  and  Mary  C.  Hathaway,  both  of 

Plym  oath. 

23.    Maurice  Levengston  of  Boston  and  Jennie  B.  Wes- 
ton of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Kingston. 
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SUMMARY. 


1 


The  following  aro  the  statistiea  of  births,  marriages  and! 
3atl 
1880 


deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  for  the  year  ending  Dee.  31,'| 

j 

Births,  i 

Number  of  births  registered  in  1880    176^ 

Females    00  $ 

.  Males .'.   86  \ 

The  parentage  of  the  children  is  as  follows  : 

Both  parents  American   122] 

Irish   71 

1 
? 


"        "      British  Provinces   7 


U  ti 


German   4;] 

"  English  

French   | 

"      Italian     3 

"        "      Prussian     1") 

Mixed,  one  parent  American     2l| 

"       other  nationalities   <fij| 

Unknown   6J 
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Marriages. 

Number  of  marriages  registered  in  1880   84 

Both  parties  born  in  United  States                     ...  00 

England   1 

Germany   1 

British  Provinces   1 

Ireland   1 

Foreign  and  American   10 

Unknown   4 


Deaths. 

Number  of  deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  in  1880,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-live,  twenty-two  of  whom  died  out  of  town  and 
f  were  brought  to  Plymouth  for  burial. 

Females   91 

t  Males  .  .  .  !   74 

Born  in  United  States     150 

England   2 

Ireland   2 

British  Provinces   3 

Germany   2 

Scotland   2 

Unknown   4 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


In  accordance  with  the  provision  of  the  law,  the 
School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  make  their 
annual  report. 

We  regard  the  condition  of  the  schools  excellent  con- 
sidering the  crowded  state  of  most  of  our  school-rooms, 
and  the  consequent  overwork  of  many  of  the  teachers. 
Never  before,  probably,  have  we  had  a  more  competent 
and  thoroughly  faithful  set  of  teachers,  or  more  devoted 
labor  on  the  part  of  our  Superintendent.  More  teachers 
and  more  school-houses  are  needed.  A  new  building 
for  the  Oak  Grove  School  is  now  an  absolute  necessity, 
and  we  feel  obliged  to  ask  at  once  for  an  appropriation 
to  be  made  at  the  coming  Town  Meeting.  The  question 
of  a  new  building,  or  of  reconstructing  the  present  build- 
ing so  as  to  furnish  some  suitable  accommodation  for  the 
High  School,  is  pressing  itself  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  and  has  been  debated  with  much  thought 
from  time  to  time  during  the.  year.  That  such  provision 
will  soon  have  to  be  made  there  can  be  no  doubt  what- 
ever. Various  plans  to  meet  these  needs  have  been  dis- 
cussed at  considerable  length,  with  a  desire  to  incur  no 
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expense  that  is  not  actually  demanded,  but  no  plan  to 
meet  the  case  hus  yet  heen  presented  which  the  Commit*' 
tee  as  a  whole  were  prepared  to  oiler  to  the  Town  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  he  adopted.  But  we  desire 
by  this  statement  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  voters  of 
the  Town  to  the  call  which  will  soon  hi;  made  upon 
them  to  act  upon  the  (juestion  of  a  considerable  outlay  to 
provide  for  the  above-named  necessities  of  our  Hi 
School  and  of  other  schools  in  that  vicinity. 

In  our  last  report  we  referred  to  the  tact  that,  excellent 
as  the  present  course  of  study  might  be,  there  seemed  to 
be  something  wanting  to  meet-  the  demand  made  every- 
where by  the  public  tor  a  more  practical  training.  With 
this  thought  in  view,  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  to 
present  to  the  Board  suggestions  tor  improved  methods  ; 
and,  as  their  report  presents  several  points  which  it  may 
be  well  for  the  parents  of  the  pupils  to  consider,  we  em- 
brace that  in  this,  our  general  report.    It  is  as  follows  : 


"The  Sub-Comrriittee 

recently  appointed  by  the  School  Committee  to  take 
into  consideration  the  1  Course  of  Study  '  in  the  public 
schools  of  Plymouth,  and  to  suggest  such  changes  as  may 
be  deemed  expedient,  report  as  follows: 

We  recommend  that,  under  such  methods  as  the  Super- 
intendent of  Schools  may  devise,  provision  be  made  for 
teaching  Music,  Drawing  and  Book-keeping  in  our  schools, 
the  Music  and  Drawing  as  a  regular  exercise  for  all  the 


^.pupils  in  schools  of  all  grades,  (at  least  above  the  primary 
|  school),  including  the  High  School  ;  (he  Book-keeping,  as 
|  well  as  Mechanical   Drawing,  to  be  "  eleclive  studies/' 
and  limited  to  the  High  School. 

Your  Committee  also  recommend  that  the  High  School 
t  course  embrace  a  branch  of  study  which  may  be  desig- 
f.  naled  ikThe  Knowledge  of  Practical  Subjects  and  of  the 
S!  Events  of  the  Day."  This  should  include  information 
|;  upon   lo])i(*s  of  general   interest,   foreign   and  domestic 

of 

|j  movements,  state  and  national  a  Hairs,  progress  in  arts 
I  and  sciences  and  in  reforms,  constitutional  history,  the 
j  rights  and  duties  of  citizenship,  political  and  moral  rela- 

I  tions.   commerce,  banking,   mechanical  inventions  and 

ft 

1  manufactures,  exports  and  imports,  and  all  those  matters 
|  which  every  well  educated  man  or  woman  ought  in  some 
|  degree  to  be  familiar  with,  and  able  to  converse  upon 
|  sensibly  ;  but  which  so  few  of  the  graduates  of  our  High 
|  Schools  generally  (throughout  the  country,  probably) 
I  know  anything  about..  This  course  is  recommended  not 
[♦merely  for  the  practical  value  of  the  knowledge  thus 
|  acquired,  but.  as  giving  to  our  young  men  and  women 
|  an  enlarged  interest  in  real  things,  outside  of  themselves 
I  and  their  own  private  homes  or  business  ;  giving  them, 
I  also,  thai  most  valuable  habit  of  mind  which  during  all 
•  their  after  lives  will  induce  them  to  read  ami  think  and 
;  feel  about  what  is  occupying  earnest  men  in  the  world  of 
|  thought  and  action. 

Under  a  regular  method  this  branch  of  study  which 
I;'  we  now  propose  can  be  introduced  and  pursued  without 
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seriously  interfering  with  the  general  system  already  J 
adopted.    But  we  assume  that,  even  if  part  of  the  time  & 
now  given  in  our  schools  to  extra  attainment  in  the 
higher  branches  of  modern  language;  or  of  lOnglish  litera*JI 
tore  must  he  sacrificed  (as  so  trie  might  he  inclined  to  say)  "J 
to  the  acquirement  of  this  general  information,  and  this 
acquaintance  with  practical  things,  and  with  the  life  of  | 
to-day,  it  will  he  a  sacrifice  which  will  tend  to  make  our 
public  schools  more  really  what  they  ought  to  become,  li 
viz:  agencies  for  educating  not  a  limited  number  very  | 
highly  in  special  directions,  but  for  educating  the  mass  of  ;| 
the  people  into  intelligent  and  competent  citizens,  where 
the  common  school  education  shall  run   parallel   with  | 

common  sense.  I 

I 

The  importance  of  making  provision  for  this  branch  of  :k 
instruction  is  more  and  more  felt  by  the  community  at  J 
large  ;  and  the  almost,  total  lack  of  any  instruction  in 
this  direction  is,  we  believe,  one  of  the  most  decided 
causes  of  the  dissatisfaction  with  our  public  Schools 
which,  from  time  to  time,  is  felt  and  expressed  ;  it  is  one 
reason  among  others,  also,  why  so  many  of  the  pupils, 
especially  the  boys,  drop  out  during  the  last  two  years  of  | 
their  school  course.  The  interest  which  they  would  un- 
doubtedly feel  in  these  topics  that  are  related  to  real  | 
life  and  the  activities,  business  and  movements  of  the 
present  time  would,  we  are  quite  sine,  retain  in  our  J 
High  Schools  many  more  scholars,  ami  thus  secure  to 
them  what  they  ought  certainly  to  have— a  more  com- 
plete and  thorough  education  in  the  various  valuable  : 
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branches  which  are  usually  taught  during  those  closing 
two  years  of  the  course. 

The  possible  lack  of  that  peculiar  training  or  qualifica- 
tion in  an  instructor  which  might  seem  requisite  tor 
•teaching  this  new  branch  is  fully  met  by  a  publication, 
just  issued,  devoted  to  this  very  end.*  It  is  a  care- 
fully prepared  periodical,  printed  once  in  two  weeks, 
soon  to  be  issued  each  week.  Haeh  number  contains, 
in  condensed  form,  all  important  current  news,  and  a 
clear,  short  treatment  of  some  ten  or  twelve  topics  of  a 
practical  nature,  such  as  we  have  recommended  for 
study.  Accompanying  each  number  of  this  paper  is  a 
series  of  comprehensive  questions  for  the  use  of  both 
teachers  and  pupils. 

We  may  fitly  mention  that  the  Principal  of  our  High 
School  has  already  recognized  the  desirableness  of  such  a 
branch  of  instruction,  inasmuch  as  he  constantly  selects 
as  subjects  for  the  compositions  of  his  pupils  topics  of 
the  same  character  as  those  suggested  above  ;  so  likewise 
.in  the  class  in  Physics,  we  find  that  he  constantly  links  in 
'with  the  abstract  principles  various  practical  applications 
not  contained  in  text-books. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  introduction  into  our 
public  schools  of  the  branches  above  specified,  believing 
that  whatever  additional  labor  may  thereby  be  imposed 
upon  the  teacher,  or  expense  incurred,  a  great  gain 
will  be  the  result. 

*  "  The  School  Herald,"  with  a  '*  Teachers'  Supplement."  Published  at 
Chicago,  111.,  by  W.  I.  Chase. 
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That  the  course  of  study  might  he  made  still  broader, 
we  are  aware  ;  but  we  consider  that  what  is  now 
suggested  is  as  much  as  can  at  present  be  wisely 
under  taken." 

WM.  II.  WHITMAN, 
P.  N.  KNAPP,  !     <  /        ^  t 

JAMES  I).  TIIUlilMR, 


The  report  of  the  Superintendent  furnishes  the  re-  (, 
quired  detail  of  information  concerning  the  several  & 
schools,  the  number  of  pupils  attending,  scholarship,  | 
teachers,  salaries,  etc.  The  suggestions  there  made  in 
regard  to  a  demand  for  increased  accommodations,  and 
how  to  meet  this  demand,  we  leave  without  comment  fori 
the  consideration  of  the  citizens  themselves,  to  whom  the  J 
report  is  really  made. 

School  Department. 

Receipts. 

Appropriation  $1(5,385  00  i? 

Massachusetts  School  Fund    214  09  '& 

Dog  Fund   234  78 

From  sale  of  books   619  93 

 $17,453  80- 

Expenditures. 

Teachers  and  Superintendent   $13,650  30 

Books  and  apparatus   1,293  44 

Repairs  and  supplies  •.       882  15 

Amount  carried  forward    $15,831  89 

k 


Amount  brought  fomoard  i  . .  4   |i5,83l  8^ 

Care  of  buildings   468  96 

Horso  hire:   201  50 

Fuel   689  80 

Printing                ,   68  78 

Tuition  of  scholars  in  Sandwich   48  00 

Incidentals — Express    charges,  singing, 

use  of  Davis  Hall,  two  years,  etc  ....  142  20 

Overdrawn  in  1879   383  73 

 $17,837  86 

Overdrawn  in  1880    $384  06 

Special  Appropriations. 

For  new  school-house  at  Cold  Spring   $3,000  00 

For    enlarging   Russell   Street  school- 
house    2,000  00 

  —  $5,000  00 

Expenditures. 

Bills  of— 

,W.  H.  Morton    $1,809  31 

I.  S.  Burgess   1,787  00 

Land   538  00 

Thomas  Caswell   172  23 

■'Robert- Clark  ,  173  85 

L  G.  Whitcomb   231  40 

^Walker,  Pratt  &  Co   80  00 

^wasa  Churchill   74  79 

Iron  work   32  34 

J,  L.  Weston   28  60 

iforlow  &  Bailey    56  25 

%  H.  H.Weston   13  45 


$4,997  22 


Balance   $2  78 
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Certain  repairs  upon  several  school-houses  must  bej 
made  during  the  coming  year,  in  order  even  to  preserve  ' 
the  buildings.  There  is  also  provision  to  be  made  addi-^ 
tional  to  our  last  year's  outlay  lor  the  salaries  of  the  two  ! 
teachers  referred  to  in  the  previous  part  of  the  report, 
We  therefore  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $17,M)0  be* 
raised  for  schools  for  the  current  year,  and  an  additional  | 
amount  of  $1,000  for  special  repairs. 

We  also  recommend  that  $2, GOO  be  raised  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land,  erecting  the  building  ami  furnishing  a  new 
school-house  for  accommodating  the  Oak  Grove  School, 
so  called. 

WILLIAM  II.  WHITMAN,  ) 
CHARLES  B.  STODDAK1),  | 
FREDERICK  N.  KNAP P,    |  School 
JAMES  1).  TIIURBER,       f  Committee. 
NATHANIEL  MORTON, 
GEORGE  G.  DYER,  ! 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


'b  the  School  Committee  of  Plymouth. 
Gentlemen  :  —  In  conformity  to  the  requirements  of 
our  regulations,  I  herewith  submit  the  following  as  my 
nnual  report  : 


Summary  of  Statistics: 

•opulation  of  the  Town   7,091 

ihildren  between  5  ami  15  years  of  age   1,272 

'ublic  Schools   31 

Vivate  Schools   2 

lonths  all  the  Public  Schools  were  in  session    10 

louths  the  Private  Schools  were  in  session   10 

Ichool-houses   24 


Number  of  Teachers  Employed  in  Public  Schools. 

High  School — male  teacher  1  ;  female  teachers  2. 

Grammar  Schools — maid  teachers  3. 

Intermediate  School— female  teachers  8. 

Primary  Schools — female  teachers  13. 
Jngraded  Schools— female  teachers,  G. 

Number  of  teachers  in  Private  Schools. 


Number  of  pupils  in  Public  Schools,  1,336 

Average  number  belonging,  1,155 

Average  attendance,  1,075 

Number  between  8  and  14  years,  803 


STATISTICS. 


SCHOOLS. 


High. 


Russell  Street 

Green. 

Chiltonvillo 

Manomet. 

North. 

Welllngsley. 

Russell  Street 

Green. 

Russell  Street 
Russell  Street 
Green. 
Cold  Spring. 
School  Street. 
Spring  Street. 
Dotcn's  Lane. 
Doten's  Lane. 
Oak  Grove. 
North. 
North. 

South  Street. 
Clift\ 

Chlltonvllle. 
Russell  Mills. 
Mauomet. 
South  Pond. 
Long  Pond. 
Klllsville. 
Cedarville. 
West  District. 
Gurnet. 


0  RADIOS. 


High  School' 


Grammar. 

G  raunnar. 

Grammar. 

Grammar. 

Intermediate 

Intermediate 

Third  Grade. 

Third  Grade 

Socoad  (j'nJe. 

Sccoud  Grade. 

Second  Uudo. 

Primary. 

Primary. 

Primary. 

Primary. 

Sub  Primary. 

Primary. 

Primary. 

Sub  Primary. 

Primary. 

Primary. 

Primary] 

Primary. 

Primary, 

Ungraded. 

Ungraded. 

Ungraded. 

Ungraded. 

Ungraded. 

Ungraded. 


TUACHLHS. 


Clias.  Burton. 
Carrie  K.  Small. 
Lucia  Bartlctt. 
Aaron  11.  Cornish. 
Setli  S.  Crocker. 
Gustavus  1).  Hates. 
Carrie  K.  Johnson. 
Helen  F.  Ward. 
Addie  liartlett. 
Emilia  Davie. 
Carrie  I.  Mace. 
Sophronia  0.  Morissey 
Julia  F.  Sears. 
Mary  A.  Aldrich. 
Frances  K.  Hovey. 
Prfecillu  Perkins. 
Ellen  M.  Douglas. 
Alice  F.  Blanchaid. 
Judith  C.  Houland. 
Mary  II.  Cliandler. 
Helen  F.  Pierce. 
Nelia  1).  Burbank. 
Addie  M.  Finney. 
Ann  A.  Jones. 
Susie  Churchill. 
Mary  A.  Morton. 
Addie  H.  Holmes. 
Martha  \V.  Whitmore. 
Lilian  G.  Sampson. 
Hannah  B.  Harlow. 
Ilcpsie  K.  Pierce. 
Helen  Beal. 
Jennie  C.  Whitten. 


SCHOOL 
ATTKNDANCK. 
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Teachers  and  Teaching. 

4'  In  looking  over  the  work  of  the  past  year,  it  is  very 
encouraging  to  feel  perfectly  assured  that  some  progress 
•  has  been  made  in  adjusting  the  studies,  and  in  improv- 
ypg  the  methods  of  instruction  in  all  the  schools  of  the 
JJ\)\vu.     it  might  be  supposed,  considering  the  long  ex- 
perience we  have  had,  that  the  school-room  and  all  the 
Jjittle  arrangements  of  the  school-room  would  have  been 
j)y  this  time  all  that  wisdom  could  plan  and  skill  execute  j 
Ibut,  on  the  contrary,  the  larger  number  of  our  school- 
rooms do  not   furnish  all,  or  nearly  all  the  conditions 
fpecessary  to  successful  teaching.    This  deficiency  of  the 
^necessary  means  may  be  offered  as  a,  justification,  in  part, 
S)f  the  comparatively  slow  movement  in  the  attainment 
,bf  that  excellence  which  all  desire  to  reach.     All  that  in- 
(histry  and  honesty  of  purpose  can  accomplish  has  been 
done  by  our  teachers,  particularly  in  this  last  year,  in 
%'hieh  considerable  progress  is  clearly  evident.    No  one 
^can  be  more  favorably  situated  to  judge  of  the  state  of 
the  schools  below,  than  the  teachers  of  the  High  School. 
The  testimony  from. that  source  is,  that  there  is  a  constant 
improvement  in  the  qualifications  of  those  coming  up  for 
admission,  and  that  the  class  that  entered  recently  is 
•fetter  tilted  than  any  preceding  one  to  appreciate  at 
once  the  studies  of  the  High  School.    The  good  temper, 


the  noticeable  enjoyment  of  the  work  of  the  school,  and 
the  consequent  enthusiasm  of  the  scholars,  go  far  to  prove 

that  the  methods  practiced  in  the  schools  from  which, 

I! 

they  come  are  simple,  natural,  and  pleasant.    The  im? 
provement  in  penmanship  is  very  marked  ;  in  all  the 
graded  schools  there  seems  to  have  been  a  revival  of  iriSjj 
terest  in  this  branch.    More  simple  text-books  of  geog* 
vaphy  are  in  use  now,  instead  of  the  bulky  and  burdens 
some  ones  of  the  past.    AVe  have  always  attempted,  in. 
this  department  of  school  labor,  to  compel  scholars  to  dqj 
more  than  they  were  able.    The  result  was  minds  tilled 
with  unconnected  and  unarranged  facts.    By  the  use  ofj 
simpler  books,  by  lessening  the  amount  of  surface  to  be] 
travelled  over,  and  by  putting  more  thought  into  th§] 
teaching,  and  consequently  more  thought  into  the  learn*] 
ing,  it  is  hoped  that  geography  will  hereafter  be  morej 
rationally  treated.     The  greatest    improvement,  how*] 
ever,  to  be  noticed  in  all  the  schools  of  the  Town,  is  the] 
advancement  of  the  scholars  in  the  practice  of  writing! 
their  own  language.    The  treatment  of  this  subject  ia 
thoroughly  systematized,  so  that  it  receives  constant- 
thoughtful,  and  laborious  attention.    It  has  been  very 
pleasing  and  quite  surprising,  that  scholars  give  to  this 
work,  more  than  to  any  other,  their  unremitted  atteni 
tion  ;  and  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  it  by  the  older- 
scholars  promises  well  for  their  success  in  everything' 
This  writing  is  not  limited  to  formal  and  regular  eompoi 
sitions,  but  is  spread  over  most  of  the  work  of  the  school* 
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ijVoom,  in  written  exercises,  written  examinations,  and  in 
^ letter  writing. 

In  the  matter  of  reading,  a  great  change  has  been 
gj made  during  the  past  year.    It  has  always  seemed  a 
I;  great  misapplication  of  time,  to  devote  the  nine  years 
I  that  scholars  spend  in  passing  through  the  grades  below 
the  High  School  to  reading  a  very  small  number  of 
'  books,  not  exceeding  seven  : — books  which  contain  very 
|  little  substantia  (information,  but  are  mostly  devoted  to 
well  selected  and  pleasing  stories.    This  matter  would  be 
good  enough,  by  way  of  variety,  if  the  books  were  read 
I'  but  once  ;  but  the  scholars  get  nothing  else,  and  conse- 
quently lose  all  interest  in  the  exercise.    When  they 
come  to  the  High  School,  their  knowledge  of  words  and 
|their  general  information  are  found  to  be  very  limited, 
t  which  may  be  attributed,  in  a  very  great  measure,  to  a 
L Want  of  more  various  and  exact  reading,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  a  well-informed  teacher.    All  these  books  have 
| been  discarded;  and  in  their  place  three  magazines,  quite 
->vell  suited   to  the  different  grades,  are  in   use.  The 


Ifreshuess  and  variety  of  these  monthly  periodicals  have 

p. 

ytttractcd  the  scholars  very  much,  and  the  result  is  that 
jthey  read  with  much  more  intelligence  and  expression. 
(To  make  the  arrangement  complete,  two  more  periodicals 
fare  needed  ;  one  devoted  to  juvenile  science,  and  another 
fin  which  the  most  important  political  events  of  the  day 
ll n  this  country  and  Europe  are  discussed  in  a  manner 
united  to  the  taste  and  comprehension  of  young  people. 
{With  these  resources,  well-informed  and  practiced  teach- 
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era  ought  to  send  out  scholars  of  all  the  intelligence  an 
skillfulness  in  reading  that  may  he  expected  of  their  year! 

■J 

School-houses. 

The  pressing  need  of  larger  and  better  accommodation" 

n 

for  many  of  the  schools  of  the  Town,  which  has  been  felt 
for  years,  has  been  partially  removed  by  the  erection  of 
the  new  building  for  the  Primary  School  at  Cold  Spring, 
and  the  alterations  and  additions  made  in  the  school* 
house  on  Russell  Street.  Since  the  opening  of  the' 
Woolen  Mills,  the  number  of  children  in  the  Cold  Spring 
District  has  been  too  great  for  accommodation  in  thej 
small  house,  which  had  been  ample  in  past  years.  The 
little  room  will  seat  thirty-five  children  very  well,  but 
the  case  became  hopeless  when  the  number  increased  to 
about  seventy.  The  new  building  is  ample  in  all  its 
dimensions,  for  the  accommodation  of  more  than  all  thi 
scholars  that  one  teacher  ought  to  be  required  to  manage 
and  for  the  number  placed  there  when  the  house  waa 
opened,  about  forty,  the  ample  space  renders  teaching  a 
luxury.  In  the  crowded  state  of  the  old  school-room* 
the  children  were  constantly  tempted  to  annoy  each 
other,  and  to  occupy  a  great  part  of  the  time  of  tb 
teacher  With  their  little  troubles.  Abundance  of  space  V 
so  great  an  advantage  to  the  teacher  and  the  taught,  that 
it  is  only  necessary  to  have  it  fully  appreciated  by* 
parents  in  order  to  secure  the  means  necessary  to  supply 
the  now  crowded  schools  with  ample  space  whereity 
to  do  their  work.  | 


j 
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(.  The  improvement  made  in  the  school-house  on  Russell 
Street  has  been  needed  for  many  years  ;  indeed,  the 
house  was  ntfver  well  adapted  to  the  accommodation  of 
four  schools.  The  rooms  were  so  filled  with  desks  as  to 
leave  very  little  room  for  necessary  movement ;  the 
passages  brought  all  the  scholars  together  in  leaving 
their  school-rooms,  producing  confusion  and  rudeness  of 
manners  ;  and  the  lack  of  suitable  clothes-rooms  was  a 
source  of  great  inconvenience.  ,  At  a  very  reasonable  ex- 
pense, all  this  has  been  changed.  The  rooms  are  large 
enough  to  seat  comfortably  all  the  scholars  that  the 
teachers  can  properly  instruct. 

The  improvements  of  the  past  year  very  naturally  lead 
to  a  consideration  of  the  wants  of  the  present  that  de- 
mand immediate  attention,  and  of  those  of  the  near  future 
which  possibly  might  be  more  wisely  attended  to  now. 
In  this  way  we  might  proceed  with  more  care  ;  we 
.should  have  more  time  in  which  to  do  our  work,  and, 
'proceeding  on  broad  and  liberal  views,  we  should  be 
imore  likely  to  produce  results  that  would  be  permanently 
[beneficial.  The  fact,  too,  that  the  children  of  the  Town 
[will 'be  able  at  once  to  enter  upon  the  enjoyment  of  the 
(advantages  of  improved  school-houses,  without  waiting 
rfor  more  prosperous  times  which  never  come,  ought  to  be 

5$  strong  inducement  for  the  early  consideration  of  all 

> 

IJarge  improvements  which  require  time  and  considerable 
^expenditure  of  money. 

ft  The  most  pressing  need,  at  the  present  time,  is  a  new 
| house  for  the  Oak  Grove  School,     The  house  is  not 
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large  enough  to  properly  seat  thirty  scholars  ;  yet,  durtj 
ing  the  last  term,  fifty-five  belonged  to  the  school  ;  and,]1 
for  a  part  of  the  term,  tliey  were  actually  seated  there,! 
Toward  the  close  of  the  school-year,  when  an  unusual- 
amount  of  labor  was  required  of  the  teacher,  to  get  her| 
class  ready  for  promotion,  it  was  lound  necessary  to.; 
divide  the  school,  and  remove  a  part  to  some  other  build-*/ 
ing,  where  it  could  be  placed  under  the  charge  of  another- 
teacher.    In  December  last,  the  promotion  of  a  large  class 4 
reduced  to  reasonable  limits  the  number  ol  scholars  to  belli 

accommodated,  and  the  separated  scholars  wen;  received? 

iff 

again  into  the  old  room.    Now,  after  two  mouths,  the.? 
room  is  again  more  than  full,  with  forty  scholars,  and  in; 
the  Spring  term  there  will  doultless  be  fifty,  and  last;; 
year's  routine  will  have  to  be  passed  through  again, W 
unless,  in  the  meantime,  a  new  building  be  erected. 

The  increase  of  labor  in  the  High  School,  consequent:! 
upon  changes  in  the  matter  and  methods  of  instruction,  J 
rendered  necessary  by  the  progressive  movements  of  the  J 
times,  requires,  more  than  ever,  the  services  of  another  4 
teacher,  which  have  been  needed  for  years,  as  it  is  highly  S 
probable  that  there  has  not  been  a  lady  engaged  in  the | 
school  whose  health  has  not  been  endangered  by  the  de* 
mands  made  on  it  in  the  ordinary  work  of  the  schools 
room.    At  the  present  time,  a  considerable  part  of  the.) 
instruction  has  to  be  done  outside  of  the  regular  corps  of/ 
teachers,  as  it  was  found  impossible  to  get  along  without^ 
extra  help.    An  extra  teacher  implies  another  room,  and  < 
very  few  mechanics  will  think  it  advisable  to  add  another/ 
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oom  to  (he  old  building.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether 
ic  Town  ought,  to  have  ever  owned  it,  us  it  has  been  a 
Dtirce  of  continual  expense  and  of  very  little  satisfaction 
)r  thirty  years.  The  frame-work  of  the  building  is  tin- 
ouhtedly  sound,  although  some  hundred  years  have 
assed  away  since  it  was  taken  from  the  forest,  but  the 
lienor,  in  all  its  arrangements,  is  rude  and  primitive  to 
le  last  degree.  It  would  doubtless  rejoice  most  of  the 
itizens  of  Plymouth  to  see  it  quietly  removed,  and  some- 
ling  new  put  in  its  place.  Although  this  can  hardly  be 
xpected,  it  may  be  well  to  have  it  known  what,  in  the 
pinion  of  your  Superintendent,  the  best  interests  of  the 
ihools  demand,  particularly  as  these  demands  must  re: 
?ivo  recognition  in  the  very  near  future.  A  plan  for 
le  necessary  improvement  might  be  something  like  the 
blowing  : 

Let  the  Town  purchase  the  old  house  and  lot  on  the 
orth  side  of  the  High  School-house,  so  that  it  may 
wn  from  Jefferson  Street  to  Franklin  Street.  The  old 
welling-house  would,  of  course,  be  removed.  Then  let 
ie  High  School  building  be  wheeled  round  sideways  to 
le  west,  and  placed  across  the  rear  of  the  lot,  where  it 
'ill  reach  nearly  from  one  street  to  the  other.    Now  let 

new  High  School  building  be  erected  in  the  centre  of 
ie  lot,  from  the  easterly  side  of  the  old  building  to  the 
treet  in  front,  so  that  the  ground  plan  of  the  old  and 
le  new  structure  would  form  a  J.  The  belfry  would 
ave  to  be  removed,  of  course,  from  the  roof  of  the  old 
art,  and  other  slight  exterior  changes  made,  in  order 

| 
I 

i 
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that  the  old  might  harmonize  with  the  new,  and  makoj 
when  finished,  one  complete  whole. 

The  completion  of  such  a  building  might  seem  to  fur^ 
nish  more  space  than  can  be  needed  for  the  aceommoda{| 
tion  of  the  schools  of  the  Town.    This  danger  will  nof 
appear  so  imminent,  when  the  fact  is  known,  that  there  ar$ 
already  seventy  scholars  in  the  Russell  Street  Gratnm&n 
School,  and  fifty- seven  in  the  Grammar  School  on  thoj 
Green,  enough  to  make  another  school  ;  and  it  is  hardy 
to  see  how  they  can  be  taken  care  of  without  another] 
school.  Then  the  other  three  schools  in  the  Russell  Streei 
building  are  full,  each  having  fifty  scholars,  more  than| 
any  teacher  ought  to  have  to  manage  and  instruct.  The; 
Second  and  Third  Grade  schools  in  the   High  School] 
building,  also,  are  full,  each  having  fifty  scholars,  and  noj 
room  to  spare  ;  so  that  there  are  scholars  enough  already! 
to  form  a  series  of  three  new  schools,  which  might  bo 
placed  in  the  new  High  School  building.    A  slight 
crease  in  the  number  of  children  in  the  central  part  otl 
the  Town  would  block  the  movement  of  the  schools,  ancjj 
render  ^additional  school-room    immediately  and  impera^J 
tively  necessary.    Considering  these  facts  and  possibilit 
ties,  it  would  not  seem  any  too  soon  to  begin  at  present  tQj 
make  preparations. 

If  the  desire  of  many  persons  interested  in  the  schools  irr 
Doten's  Lane  could  be  carried  out,  the  awkward  old  build*! 
ing,  which  now  shelters  the  two  primary  schools  therejj 
would  be  immediately  deserted,  and  a  new  schuol-housei 
built  on  the  spacious  lot  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Lane  J 
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where  there  is  land  enough  for  a  play-ground  for  the 
children,  so  that  they  could  he  kept  out  of  the  street,  The 
old  building  could  he  sold  at. a  good  price,  and  thus  make 
the  expense  of  the  new  one  comparatively  light. 

When  the  Town  is  fully  awake  to  the  subject  of  im- 
provement in  its  school-houses,  it  will  not  stop  short  of  the 
old  school-house  at  the  ClilF.  The  outside  and  framework 
of  this  building  are  good  and  sound,  although,  as  far  as  is 
known,  not  a  brush fu I  of  paint  was  ever  applied  to  its 
boarding.  Tt  has  been  fifteen  years,  at  least,  since  its 
exterior  has  been  painted.  The  desks  are  exceedingly 
awkward  and  inconvenient,  and  may  have  been  in  use 
there  for  forty  years.  The  house  is  very  near  to,  and 
some  eight  or  ten  feet  below,  the  new  road,  which  exposes 
it  to  floods  of  water  after  every  great  rain,  the  marks  of 
which  are  left  in  great  gullies  about  the  house.  The  build- 
ing ought  to  be  removed  to  the  upper  side  of  the  road, 
furnished  with  new  desks,  and  thoroughly  painted. 

It  may  be  supposed  that  all  this  building  and  improve- 
ment would  impose  a  greater  burden  than  the  Town  could 
bear.  But  let  the  matter  be  submitted  to  any  of  onr 
financiers  for  their  consideration,  and  the  reply  will  come 
that  the  credit  of  the  Town  is  good,  money  at  present  is 
cheap,  a  loan  may  be  affected,  a  sinking  fund  formed, 
and  the  payments  distributed  over  half  a  century.  Thus 
the  children  may,  within  the  year,  enter  upon  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the^e  great  advantages,  a  new  impetus  may  be 
given  to  the  cause  of  education,  no  undue  burden  be  laid  on 
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the  present,  and  the  intellectual,  moral,  and  material  inter- 
ests of  the  Town  he  advanced  in  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CUARLliS  BURTON, 

Superintendent  of  SeJiooh. 

Plymouth,  Feb.  1,  1881. 
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EXHIBITION 


Plymouth  High  School, 

D  A  VIS  HALL, 

DECEMBER  23rd,  1880, 

- &  PROG-"RAMMZl.^o 

PIANO  IHJBT:    La  Ballerina  Missies  Chandler  and  Shkrman 

SALUTATORY:  John  W.  Oahlkton 

ESSAY:    "A  Man's  a  Man  for  a'  that"  Nellie  L.  Bukhank 

ESSAY:    The  English  Drama  Katherine  A.  O'Brien 

RECITATION  :    The  Kiss  Deferred  Sarah  II.  Fuller 

RECITATION  :    The  Story  Teller  WiNSLOW  Whitman 

ESSAY:    The  Marble  Waiteth  Helen  May  Sherman 

MUSIC :   Merrily  Sound  the  Bells. 

RKCITATION  :    Luigl'b  Mirriago  IIaithc  M.  Godfrey 

RECITATION:    A  Legend  of  Araby,  John  II.  Damon 

FRENCH  PLAY:    Poetic,  Prosaic,  ami  Dramatic  

Lucia  M.  Shumway,    Katherine  A.   O'Brien,  Grace  Dodge, 
Mary  Moning,  Mary  Dyer,  Flora  Howl  and,  Jenny  Harrison, 
Myra  Holmes,  Mary  Morton. 

I  RECITATION  :    Kit  Carson's  Ride  M.  F.  McIIenry 

ESSAY  :    The  Sea  Susie  E.  Chandler 

MUSIC:   Merrily  Over  the  Sea. 

RECITATION:    The  Jiunblies  David  Fullam 

ESSAY:    Industry  Mary  J.  Ellis 

DIALOGUE:    Lovely  Philosophy  

Mary  F.  Maybury,  Lizzie  M.  Shaw. 

.GERMAN  PLAY:    Auf  Regcn  foigt  Sonnensehcin  

II.  M.  Sherman,   S.   E.  Chandler,   N.  L.   Hint  hank,  J.  S.  Hak- 
rison,  M.  A.  Moning,   L.  M.  Harlow,  L   M.  Shumway. 

RECITATION  :    The  Angel*  of  Buena  Vista  Myra  C.  Holmes 

MUSIC:  Phoebus. 

VALEDICTORY:   ...Lucia  M.  Shumway 

1  Presentation  of  Diplomas. 
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CLASS  HYMN. 

Composed  by  Helen  May  Sherman. 


Tonight  wo  moot  as  classmates  hero 

Our  last  goodby  to  tell  ; 
To  teachers,  friends,  and  schoolmates  dear, 

We  come  to  say  farewell. 
We  leave  them  now  with  wishes  kind, 

We  loavo  each  other  too, 
Ourselves  to  truth  we'll  try  to  bind, 

And  strive  the  right  to  do. 

Although  onr  school-life  now  is  past, 

Onr  real  is  jnst  begun  ; 
A  work  before  ns  wide  and  vast, 

Lies  ever  to  be  done. 
Oh  !  let  ns  then  with  hand  and  heart 

Be  freo  to  succor  all ; 
For  we  should  try  to  do  onr  part 

And  answer  Duty's  call. 

And  if  we  do  our  best  through  life 

To  aid  all  those  in  need, 
And  try  to  conquer  in  the  strife 

With  every  thought  and  deed  ; 
And  in  our  minds  there  does  not  lurk 

A  careless  thought  or  vain, 
Oh  !  then  "the  cud  will  crown  the  work," 

And  we  success  attain. 


Graduating  Class. 

NELLIE  L.  BUKBANK,  HELEN  MAY  SHEKM  AN, 

SUSIE  E.  CHANDLER.  MAttY  J.  ELLIS, 

KATUEKINE  A.  O'BKIEN,  LUCIA  M.  SHUMWAY, 

JOHN  W.  CAHLETON. 


"Finis  Coronat  Opus," 
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APPENDIX. 

Laws  Relating  to  the  Compulsory  Education  and 
the  Employment  of  Children. 


Chapter  270,  Acts  of  1873,  as  amended  by  Chapter  263, 

Acts  of  1874. 

An  Act  relating  to  the  Attendance  of  Children  at  School. 
Section  1.  Every  person  having  under  his  control  h  child 
between  the  ages  of  eight  and  fourteen  years,  shall  annually 
cause  such  child  to  attend  some  public  day  school  in  the  city 
or  town  iu  which  he  resides,  at  least  twenty  weeks;  which  time 
shall  be  divided  into  two  terms,  each  of  ten  consecutive  weeks, 
so  far  as  the  arrangement  of  school  terms  will  allow ;  and  for 
every  neglect  of  such  duty  the  party  offending  shall  forfeit  to 
the  use  of  the  public  schools  of  such  city  or  town  a  sum  not 
exceeding  twenty  dollars,  but  if  the  party  so  neglecting  was  not 
able,  by  reason  of  povert}r,  to  semi  such  child  to  school,  or  such 
child  has  attended  a  private  day  school,  approved  by  the  school 
committee  of  such  city  or  town  for  a  like  period  of  time  ;  or  is 
regularly  attending  a  public  or  private  day  school,  known  as  a 
half-time  school,  also  approved  by  them,  or  that  such  child  has 
been  otherwise  furnished  with  the  means  of  education  for  a  like 
period  of  time,  or  has  already  acquired  the  branches  of  learn- 
ing taught  in  the  public  schools  ;  or  if  his  physical  or  mental 
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condition  is  such  as  to  rentier  such  attendance  inexpedient  or 
impracticable,  the  penalty  before  mentioned  shall  not  be  in- 
curred ;  provided,  that  no  objection  shall  be  made  by  the  school 
committee  to  any  such  school  on  account  of  the  religious  teach- 
ing in  said  school. 

Seo.  2.  The  truant  officers  and  the  school  committee  of  the 
several  cities  and  towns  shall  vigilantly  inquire  into  all  cases 
of  neglect  of  the  duty  prescribed  in  the  preceding  section,  and 
ascertain  the  reasons,  if  any,  therefor;  and  such  truant  officers, 
or  any  of  them,  shall,  when  so  directed  by  the  school  commit- 
tee, prosecute,  in  the  name  of  the  city  or  town,  any  person  lia- 
ble to  the  penalty  provided  for  in  the  preceding  section. 

Justices  of  police  of  district  courts,  trial  justices  of  juvenile 
offenders,  and  judges  of  probate  shall  have  jurisdiction  within 
their  respective  counties  of  the  offences  described  in  this  Act. 

Chapteu  52,  Acts  of  1870. 
An  Act  relating  to  the  Employment  of  Children,  and  Regula- 
tions respecting  them. 
Be  it  enacted,  ifcc,  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  No  child  under  the  age  of  ten  years  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  any  manufacturing,  mechanical  or  mercantile  estab- 
lishment in  this  Commonwealth,  and  any  parent  or  guardian 
who  permits  such  employment,  shall  for  such  offence  forfeit  a 
sum  of  not  less  than  twenty  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars,  for  the 
use  of  the  public  schools  of  the  city  or  town. 

Sec.  2.  No  child  under  the  age  of  fourteen  years  shall  be  so 
employed,  unless  during  the  year  next  preceding  such  employ- 
ment he  has  attended  some  public  or  private  day  school,  under 
teachers  approved  by  the  school  committee  of  the  place  where 
such  school  is  kept,  at  least  twenty  weeks,  which  time  may  be 
divided  into  two  terms,  each  of  ten  consecutive  weeks,  so  far 
as  the  arrangement  of  school  terms  will  allow;  nor  shall  such 
employment  continue,  uuless  such  child  shall  attend  school  a$ 
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herein  provided,  in  each  and  every  year  ;  and  no  child  shall  bo 
so  employed  who  does  not  present  a  certificate,  made  by  or  un- 
der the  direction  of  said  school  committee,  of  his  compliance 
'  with  the  requirements  of  this  act ;  provided,  however,  that  a 
regular  attendance  during  the  continuance  of  such  employment 
^  in  any  school  known  as  a  half-time  day  school,  or  an  attend- 
L  ance  in  any  public  or  private  day  school,  twenty  weeks  as  above 
f  stated,  may  be  accepted  by  said  school  committee  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  attendance  herein  required, 
j.     Sec.  3.    Every  owner,  superintendent  or  overseer  in  any  es- 
E  tablishment  above  named,  who  employs  or  permits  to  be  em- 
ployed, any  child  in  violation  of  the  second  section  of  this  act, 
I  and  every  parent  or  guardian  who  permits  such  employment, 
shall  for  such  offence  forfeit  a  sum  of  not  less  than  twenty  nor 
more  than  fifty  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  public  schools  of  such 
city  or  town. 

Sec.  1.  The  truant  officers  shall,  at  least  once  in  every 
school  term,  and  as  often  as  the  school  committee  require,  visit 
;  the  establishments  described  by  this  act  in  their  several  cities 
^  aud  towns  and  inquire  into  the  situation  of  the  children  em- 
!  ployed  therein,  ascertain  whether  the  provisions  of  this  act  are 
r  duly  observed,  and  report  all  violations  to  the  school  com- 
f  mittee. 

I     Sec.  5.    All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  pro- 

<*'••• 

|  visions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed.  [Approved  March  1G, 
I  1876.] 

Chapter  257,  Acts  of  1878. 
I  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  "Act  relating  to  the  Employment  of 
|  Children  and  Regulations  respecting  them." 

1  Be  it  enacted,        an  follows  : 

|  Section  1.  Every  owner,  superintendent  or*  overseer  of  any 
^  manufacturing,  mechanical  or  mercantile  establishment  in  this 
I'  Commonwealth  shall  require  aud  keep  on  file  a  certificate  of  the 
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age  and  plaoe  of  birth  of  every  minor  child  under  the  age  of  j 
sixteen  years  in  his  employ,  or  in  the  employ  of  such  establish-', 
ment,  so  long  as  such  minor  shall  be  so  employed,  which  certifi-  :i 
cate  shall  also  state,  in  the  case  of  minor  under  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  the  amount  of  his  or  her  school  attendance  dur-  ■ 
ing  the  year  next  preceding  such  employment.  Said  certificate  \ 
shall  be  made  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  school  commit'  'f 
tee  of  the  place  where  such  atteudauce  has  been  had,  or  where 
such  establishment  is  located. 

Sec.  2.  In  case  no  such  certificate  shall  have  beeu  icquired! 
by  such  owner,  superintendent  or  overseer,  then  such  employ*  $ 
ment  shall  be  deemed  to  have  beeu  a  violation  of  the  second^ 
section  of  Chap.  52  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  18715.  '  J' 

Sec.  3.  The  truant  olu'eer  may  demand  the  names  of  the  i 
minor  children  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years  employed  in  the- 
establishments  above  named  in  their  several  cities  and  towns,: 
and  may  require  that  the  certificates  of  age  and  school  attend-.* 
ance  prescribed  in  this  act  shall  be  produced  for  their  iuspec-y 
tion  ;  and  if  the  name  and  certificate  as  aforesaid  be  not  pro«^ 
duced  in  any  case,  it  shall  be  prima  J\u:ic  evideuce  that  the  em- y 
ployment  of  such  child  is  il  legal.  i\ 

Sec.  L  On  and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  1880,  no  child? 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  shall  be  employed  in  any  manufaot? 
uring,  mechanical  or  mercantile  establishment,  while  the  publip 
schools  in  the  city  or  town  where  such  child  lives  are  in  session^' 
unless  Buch  child  can  read  and  write.  Every  owner,  superint 
tendent  or  overseer  in  any  establishment  above  named,  who  era 
ploys  or  permits  to  be  employed,  any  child  in  violation  of  thig 
section,  and  every  parent  or  guardian  who  permits  such  em1 
ployment,  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  a  sum  of  not  less 
than  twenty  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  for  the  use  of  the 
lie  schools  of  such  city  or  town. 

Sec.  5.    Section  two  of  Chapter  52  of  the  acts  of   the  year 
1876  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  the  word  "em 
ployed,"  in  the  second  line,  the  words  "except  during  the  yaca» 
tions  of  the  public  schools."    [Approved  May  15,  1878. J 
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